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FROM THE
CHAIR & CEO
Each successive year seems to remind us of the
importance of the mission of the United States
Studies Centre at the University of Sydney:
educating Australians about the United States
and about Australia’s relationship with the
United States. Our mission is encapsulated in
the Centre’s motto, “Analysis of America, Insight
for Australia.”
Seldom has this task been as challenging; never
has it been as important.
The United States is Australia’s most important
strategic partner, not just for defence and security, but also for finance and investment, science
and technology, and the creative industries. But
at the same time, the United States is engaged in
a very open, public and often fractious debate
about its role in the world, interrogating the costs
and benefits of sustaining the rules-based, international order it helped create.
We write this review of 2019 in April 2020, with
the COVID-19 pandemic reshaping the trajectory of American politics, power and international prestige. But even before the pandemic,
the Trump administration was unconventional,
if not disruptive. Last year saw US domestic
politics beset by partisan division and acrimony, at levels unseen in a century. Until early
2020, the US economy had performed strongly
under Trump. And again, well before COVID19, American strategic thinking had coalesced
around a recognition of the challenges posed
by an increasingly well-resourced, assertive
and authoritarian Chinese state, with the Trump
administration developing a “whole of government” response.
Precisely because Australia’s relationship
with the United States is so deep and broad,
all of these developments in the United States
are consequential for Australia. Advancing
Australia’s national interests drives the Centre’s
researchers, experts and staff. Consistent with
our mission, the United States Studies Centre is

committed to helping Australians better understand what is happening in the United States,
their implications for Australia and strengthening the relationship with our most important
strategic ally.
The Centre does this by making discoveries
and drawing insights of value for Australian
policymakers, businesses, scholars, students
and the general public, generated by independent, non-partisan, rigorous research, delivered through teaching, communications and
outreach.
The Centre’s research output powerfully influenced the national conversation about the
myriad ways Australia’s interests are impacted
by developments in the United States, helping
shape Australian policy responses. For instance,
in 2019, major research reports from the Centre
examined:

›

US military strategy, readiness
and strategic planning in the
Indo-Pacific (see page 18)

›

Areas of future convergence and
divergence in the US-Australia
alliance (see page 17)

›

American and Australian public
opinion on topics including social
security, climate change, gun control,
the future of work, China and trade,
among others (see page 32)

›

Lessons for Australia from the
US experience with quantitative
easing (see page 28)

›

What the United States and Australia can
learn from each other to best prepare their
workforces for the future (see page 20)

›

The impeachment of the US president,
with essays from the Centre’s experts
spanning the political spectrum
providing insight into each facet of the
impeachment process (see page 30).

The Centre’s research and experts featured
prominently in Australian and global media with
103 op-eds and more than 3,000 mentions in
the media. These included coverage on CNBC,
CNN, Fox News, MSNBC and across all of the
Australian mastheads and major broadcasters.
President Donald Trump was even questioned in
the White House by reporters about the findings
of the Foreign Policy and Defence Program’s
‘Averting Crisis’ report.
Our academic team had a banner year in 2019,
with a total of four books published and a dozen
other chapters and articles. More than 1,000
students enrolled in USSC units at the University of Sydney — a five-year high — while we saw
212 enrolments in our first online-learning unit,
Understanding the USA.
Our study abroad programs continue to offer an
unrivalled opportunity to live, study and work in
the United States. In 2019, 24 students interned
in our Washington DC program and another 48
students participated in our UCLA study abroad
program.
We also welcomed new non-resident fellows
to the Centre in 2019: former Republican Representative for Utah’s 4th District Mia Love joined
us as a Non-resident Senior Fellow, as well as
Professor of Gender and War Megan MacKenzie, and former Reagan and H.W. Bush staffer
Kim Hoggard as Non-resident Fellows.

The Centre also hosted meetings and events
with a range of influential thought leaders from
the United States and Australia during 2019.
These included Foreign Minister Marise Payne,
Microsoft President Brad Smith, Senator Arthur
Sinodinos (now Ambassador to the United
States), DFAT Secretary Frances Adamson,
former DFAT Secretary Peter Varghese and US
Ambassador to Australia Arthur B. Culvahouse
Jr, as well as numerous high-level congressional delegations. We were also pleased to
bring Non-resident Senior Fellow Mia Love to
Australia for a number of public engagements
in Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne.
We are enormously grateful to the staff, faculty,
researchers and board of directors who contribute so much to the success of the Centre and the
pursuit of its mission.
We look forward to continuing our important
work in 2020 and your continued support of the
Centre and its mission.

Mark Baillie
Chairman

Prof. Simon Jackman
Chief Executive Officer
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The United States Studies Centre was
established in 2006 by the American Australian
Association and is based at the University
of Sydney. The Centre deepens Australia’s
understanding of the United States through
research, teaching and public engagement.
The Centre is a national resource for the
analysis of American politics, foreign policy,
economics, culture and history, building
Australia’s awareness of the dynamics shaping
American society — and critically — their
implications for Australia.
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OUR EXPERTS
PUBLISHED MORE
THAN 100 OP-EDS

A YEAR OF HIGHLIGHTS

USSC WAS MENTIONED
MORE THAN 3000
TIMES BY THE MEDIA

OUR ACADEMICS
PUBLISHED 4 BOOKS

AS WELL AS
12 CHAPTERS &
JOURNAL ARTICLES

OUR RESEARCHERS
PUBLISHED
28 REPORTS & BRIEFS

Created by joni
from the Noun Project

MORE THAN 3500
PEOPLE ATTENDED
OUR EVENTS

WE HOSTED 82 EVENTS
FEATURING MORE
THAN 100 SPEAKERS

212 UNDERGRADS
ENROLLED IN OUR
FIRST ONLINE UNIT

24 STUDENTS
INTERNED IN
WASHINGTON DC

844 STUDENTS
ENROLLED IN OUR
UNDERGRAD UNITS

48 STUDENTS
STUDIED ABROAD
AT UCLA

AS WELL AS 187
POSTGRADUATE
STUDENTS
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PARTNERS
APPOINTMENTS

The United States Studies Centre
at the University of Sydney was
established by the American
Australian Association with the
support of an endowment from
the Australian Government, and
additional support from the
University of Sydney, the New
South Wales Government, and
other funding partners.

RESEARCH
TEACHING
EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

PARTNERS AND
SUPPORTERS

STUDY ABROAD

Our sister institution, the Perth
USAsia Centre, is located at the
University of Western Australia.

•

ABC’s Planet America

•

Bloomberg

•

Clayton Utz

•

Corrs Chambers Westgarth

•

Dragoman

•

Standards Australia

•

Parliament of Australia

•

PwC Australia

•

The Wheeler Centre

•

US Embassy and Consulates in Australia
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RESEARCH

STUDY ABROAD

EVENTS

COMMUNICATIONS

PEOPLE

APPOINTMENTS
TEACHING

V. Kim Hoggard
Kim Hoggard, a former US government official under Presidents Reagan
and George H.W. Bush, joined the Centre as Non-resident Fellow.
Hoggard served as White House Assistant Press Secretary and Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Treasury for Public Affairs during the Reagan
administrations, and as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for Public Affairs during the George H.W. Bush administration. She has
worked as a media commentator and speaker on US politics and foreign
affairs in recent years, and will assist the USSC with its 2020 US presidential election coverage.

Mia Love
Former Republican congresswoman Mia Love joined the Centre as
Non-resident Senior Fellow. Love served as the US Representative for
Utah’s 4th district from 2015 to 2019 and was the first black female Republican elected to Congress. At the start of the 2015 Congress, Love was
appointed to the House Financial Services Committee, which oversees
the US Treasury and the Federal Reserve. She also joined the Congressional Black Caucus after taking her seat. Since leaving Congress, Love
has joined CNN as a contributor.

Megan MacKenzie
Megan MacKenzie, a Professor of Gender and War in the Department
of Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney,
was appointed as Non-resident Fellow. MacKenzie has contributed
research on topics including sexual violence in war, truth and reconciliation commissions, military culture, international relations and women
in combat. She is the author of Beyond the Band of Brothers: The US
Military and the Myth that Women Can’t Fight.

Bryden Spurling
Bryden Spurling was the 2019 Alliance 21 Fellow. During his fellowship, Spurling was based in Washington, DC at the Center for a New
American Security where he researched options for Australia and the
United States to strengthen their capacities to think and act strategically.
Spurling was most recently Acting Assistant Secretary for Strategic
Policy in the Australian Department of Defence, having spent 10 years
in defence strategy and policy. His experience includes developing
Australia’s Defence White Paper.
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RESEARCH

TEACHING

STUDY ABROAD

COMMUNICATIONS

PEOPLE

RESEARCH

EVENTS

Our research provides analysis of America
— and insight for Australia — in four domains:
foreign policy and defence; innovation and
entrepreneurship; trade and investment; and
politics, society and culture.
Our research output is a vital resource for
government leaders and policymakers,
academics and researchers, the private sector,
the media and the public.
Our approach to research combines analytical
rigour and a commitment to generating practical
recommendations for Australian policymakers.
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PARTNERS

FOREIGN POLICY
AND DEFENCE PROGRAM

APPOINTMENTS
RESEARCH

The United States has occupied a central role in Australian
foreign policy since the ANZUS Treaty was signed in 1951.
Today, the United States and Australia face a range of new
challenges, from resurgent major power competition and the
contest for emerging military technologies, to political and
geoeconomic uncertainty across the Indo-Pacific region.

TEACHING
STUDY ABROAD

Our Foreign Policy and Defence Program is at the forefront of
Australian policy-oriented research and analysis on America’s
role in the world, with a particular focus on developments
in the Indo-Pacific. It aims to deepen understanding of US
foreign and defence policy, shape Australian and allied
responses to shared security challenges, and analyse the role
of ANZUS in Asia’s evolving alliance and partner network.
The Australian Government, along with corporate
partners Northrop Grumman Australia and Thales,
generously support this research program.

EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

ussc.edu.au/foreign-policy-defence

2019 publications
Revisiting deterrence in
an era of strategic competition
In this report, the Foreign Policy and Defence
Program shared the outcomes from its inaugural Track 1.5 US-Australia Indo-Pacific Deterrence Dialogue held in Canberra in 2018. The
dialogue was co-hosted with Pacific Forum,
and was supported by the Australian Department of Defence and the Carnegie Corporation
of New York.

The new Congress and US Asia policy
Non-resident Fellow Dougal Robinson published
a policy brief on the impact of the 2018 midterms
on the US Congress’ Asia policy. He argued that
Republican-led Senate committees, under new
leaders who are broadly supportive of President
Trump’s agenda, are likely to be less independent or influential than in the previous Congress.

US-China technology competition:
Impacting a rules-based order
The ability of the United States to continue leading the global development of emerging technology is central to its future economic growth
and prosperity. This includes 5G, the internet
of things and artificial intelligence — all of which
feature in China’s headline industrial policy,
Made in China 2025. In this report, 2018 Alliance
21 Fellow Hilary McGeachy argued that Australian policymakers need to be better equipped
to deal with the increasing complexity of the
interface between technology, trade, standards
and security.
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PARTNERS

Ebbing opportunity: Australia
and the US National Technology
and Industrial Base

APPOINTMENTS
RESEARCH

The United States’ defence industrial base
is failing to draw upon its global network of
trusted allies, which is one of Washington’s
greatest strengths. In this report, Research
Fellow Brendan Thomas-Noone argued that
the congressionally-mandated NTIB has only
managed to facilitate some limited bilateral
cooperation between members and that breaking down barriers and incentivising trusted
allies with R&D, knowledge and resources to
continue working with the United States should
be a critical priority.

TEACHING

No hands on deck: US
and Australian progress in
autonomous warfare at sea

STUDY ABROAD

This policy brief by Lindsay Gorman looked
at the future of unmanned warfare at sea as
Chinese military modernisation presents the
United States and Australia with deepening
anti-access challenges across the Indo-Pacific
region. “As a developer, Australia could fill gaps
in its defence innovation ecosystem by more
effectively connecting the technical research
community and private sector with the defence
mission,” Gorman said.

The end of Chimerica: The passing
of global economic consensus
and the rise of US–China strategic
technological competition

EVENTS

Non-resident Senior Fellow Dr John Lee
authored this report produced by the USSC and
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute analysing the shift in US attitudes to China and its role
in the global economy. The key observation
is that US antipathy towards China is broadbased and is not going away post-Trump. Lee
argues that the deepening tension isn’t a transient phase in US-China relations.

COMMUNICATIONS

The frontrunners: Foreign policy
and the Democratic Party in 2020

PEOPLE

This report by Non-resident Fellow Dougal
Robinson examined the ideological differences at play among the field of Democratic
presidential hopefuls and how they will
shape the future of the party’s foreign policy
platform with consequences that demand
Australia’s attention.

The future of the US-Australia alliance
in an era of great power competition
Senior Fellow Dr Charles Edel and Non-resident
Senior Fellow Dr John Lee joined forces to write
on the future of the US-Australia alliance in an era
of great power competition. The report details
why there are divergences between the two allies
when it comes to countering China, and how
to narrow those differences. Senator the Hon.
Arthur Sinodinos AO, who had been announced
as the next Australian Ambassador to the United
States, spoke at the launch of the report at the
University of Sydney. The authors also presented
their findings at Parliament House in Canberra
in a discussion moderated by Secretary of the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Frances
Adamson.

Escalating cooperation: Nuclear deterrence and the US-Australia alliance
Co-authors Associate Professor Stephan Frühling, Professor Andrew O’Neil and David Santoro
argue in this research brief that the scope for
closer association between Australia and the
United States in deterring great power conflict in
Asia is greater now than it has been in decades.

Democracy promotion: ANZUS and the
Free and Open Indo-Pacific strategy
Companies investing in the Indo-Pacific region
know the importance of the rule of law and political stability for the viability of those investments.
This report by Dr Lavina Lee argued that Australia
needs to promote democratic institutions in the
region to counter the rising influence of illiberal
regimes and ‘strongmen’.
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PARTNERS

F E AT U R E D P U B L I C AT I O N

Averting crisis: American strategy, military spending
and collective defence in the Indo-Pacific

APPOINTMENTS
RESEARCH
TEACHING

US President Donald Trump was asked about
this USSC report, which argues that America’s defence strategy in the Indo-Pacific is in
the throes of a serious crisis. Report authors
Ashley Townshend, Brendan Thomas-Noone
and Matilda Steward contend that as the
United States faces an ever-more capable and
assertive China, its military — with diminishing
resources at its disposal — urgently needs to
refocus on the requirements of great power
competition and rebuild its strength after
years of costly conflict in the Middle East.
President Trump dismissed the finding, stating
that the US military remains “the most powerful in the world.”
The authors argue that in order to avoid a deeper
crisis, Australia should take steps to advance a
strategy of collective defence to offset shortfalls in America’s regional military position and
bolster a favourable balance of power.

The report was launched in Canberra in August
with an event featuring the report authors in a
discussion moderated by Lisa Murray from The
Australian Financial Review.
The report made the front page and the editorial of The Australian, received national print,
TV, radio and online coverage in The Australian Financial Review, The Sydney Morning
Herald, ABC, The Guardian, Bloomberg, Sky
News, news.com.au and Crikey, and was widely
syndicated internationally across major outlets
in the United States, Europe and Asia, including CNN, BBC and South China Morning Post,
among others.
In addition to President Trump, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Geng Shuang and
Australian Shadow MP Jason Clare faced questions from the media about the report.

STUDY ABROAD
EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

2019 event
highlights
In November, Townshend discussed the findings of the report at an event on Capitol Hill
in Washington DC hosted by the Committee
of 100 and the United States Association of
Former Members of Congress. While in DC,
Townshend, Thomas-Noone and Steward
also briefed congressional committees and
a roundtable on American alliances in the
Indo-Pacific at the National Bureau of Asian
Research.

Indo-Pacific strategic futures:
Dialogue and simulation
Former Secretary of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Peter
Varghese AO delivered a keynote address
at the USSC’s Indo-Pacific Strategic Futures:
Dialogue and Simulation conference dinner
at PwC Sydney. The workshop brought
together experts, officials and next-generation leaders from across the Indo-Pacific
region to discuss regional security issues. A
public forum was also held and featured five
of the experts in Australia for the workshop
sharing their opinions on these issues.

2019 US-Australia
Indo-Pacific deterrence dialogue
Members of the Foreign Policy and Defence
Program were in Washington DC in November for the second round of the US-Australia Indo-Pacific Deterrence Dialogue, an
annual Track 1.5 initiative convened by USSC
and Pacific Forum. Building on the inaugural dialogue held in Canberra in 2018, the
meeting advanced bilateral policy debate
among officials and experts about the role
of deterrence and counter-coercion within
the alliance.
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PARTNERS
APPOINTMENTS

INNOVATION AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
PROGRAM

RESEARCH

The United States is a leader in innovation. Decades of
research and development collaboration between business,
universities and governments are the foundation of American
innovation, on which now stands unmatched depth and
sophistication in supplying venture capital to finance new
ideas, as well as the cultural embrace of entrepreneurship.

TEACHING

In contrast, Australia is an inefficient innovator: our
investments in universities, technology and human capital are
not generating innovation with the value, scale or impact of
our peers. What can Australia learn from the United States to
improve the quantity, quality and tempo of innovation here?

STUDY ABROAD
EVENTS

The Centre’s program on innovation and entrepreneurship
is a multi-year research initiative funded by the New South
Wales Government. It is focused on understanding the
United States as an innovation leader and developing
insights for the benefit of New South Wales and Australia.

COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

ussc.edu.au/innovation-entrepreneurship

2019 publications
Future workers: Computer science,
apprenticeships and soft skills
In this report, Director of the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program Claire McFarland
and co-author Andrew Herrmann discussed
three critical components of developing the
future workforce: digital skills, apprenticeships
and soft skills training. They also explained how
the US approach to education and training can
help Australian policymakers prepare for the
rapidly changing employment landscape.

How not to innovate:
The case of Australia’s bionic eye
Published in July, this brief written by Leigh
Dayton compared the shortcomings of Australia’s bionic eye R&D initiative with US strengths in
commercialising innovation, and made recommendations for how Australia could improve.

Building a globally recognised
AgTech ecosystem in Australia
AgTech — the wave of emerging technologies
such as robotics, artificial intelligence, machine
learning and biotechnology coming to food and
agriculture — has the potential to both benefit
Australia’s agricultural sector and create direct
economic benefits through commercialisation
of new technology. This brief by Cass Mao and
Sarah Nolet examined how St Louis, Missouri,
a mid-west city with a strong specialisation
in AgTech, can offer insight into how to drive
success in Australia’s startup ecosystems.
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F E AT U R E D P U B L I C AT I O N

APPOINTMENTS

Bringing industry to airports:
How the US experience can
help Western Sydney take off

RESEARCH

NSW Minister for Jobs, Investment, Tourism
and Western Sydney the Hon. Stuart Ayres,
MP launched this USSC report detailing the US
experience in industry development around
airports, and how it can be applied to the
Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis.
Written by Justin Wastnage, this is the second
piece of research produced by the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program to look at
American airport cities and their lessons for
Western Sydney Airport.

TEACHING

Examining areas of future high-tech export
potential, it contains a number of recommendations for how to encourage the emergence
of industry clusters focused on aerospace
and defence, food and agribusiness, medical
devices, and advanced manufacturing.

STUDY ABROAD
EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

2019 event highlights
AI and the future of innovation policy in the United States and Australia
The Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program partnered with Standards Australia for a panel
discussion on how the United States and Australia are approaching artificial intelligence and
what Australia can do to best take advantage of this transformative technology. The event
featured insights from USSC Research Fellow Don Scott-Kemmis on his report analysing
innovation policy in Australia.

Creating an innovation-rich environment:
Lessons from the United States, Australia and Asia-Pacific
At this public forum, some of the biggest challenges in fostering innovation in the Asia-Pacific
region were discussed, along with lessons that could be learned from the US tech boom.
The panel of Australian innovation policy and global technology industry experts included
Uber’s Senior Director of Policy and Communications in the Asia Pacific, Amy Kunrojpanya.

The challenges and opportunities of future work
Ahead of the launch of a report examining the necessity of computer science, the opportunity in apprenticeship, and the enduring importance of soft skills in the workplace, the
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program invited experts in the field for a roundtable
discussion of the topic.

Venture capital in the innovation economy
Jointly presented with the Spark Festival, this luncheon featured a presentation from
long-time venture capital investor Dr Bill Janeway on how the digital revolution has grown
to take on a life of its own and what can be expected as we look to deploy responses to
current challenges such as climate change.
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PARTNERS

TRADE AND
INVESTMENT PROGRAM

APPOINTMENTS
RESEARCH
TEACHING

Australia and the United States are indispensable economic
partners. The United States is the single largest source of
investment into Australia and the largest destination for
Australian investment abroad. America not only supplies
Australia with high-tech imports, but competes with
Australia in export markets. Like every country in the global
economy, Australia is affected by the state of the American
domestic economy, by America’s willingness to enforce
existing commitments to international trade and investment
agreements, and by its appetite for further trade liberalisation.

STUDY ABROAD

The Centre’s Trade and Investment Program examines
trends, challenges and opportunities in the trade and
investment relationship between Australia and the United
States. What economic, political and technological
developments are at work in the United States? In
particular, what are the opportunities — and risks — for
Australian businesses, households and policymakers?

EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

ussc.edu.au/trade-investment

2019 publications
Unbroken: Productivity
and worker compensation in
Australia and the United States
Subdued wages growth has been a feature
of the Australian and US economies in recent
years, posting the slowest growth on record on
some measures. This has led many to question
whether workers are sharing in the benefits of
increased productivity and greater economic
prosperity. This report written by the director of
the Trade and Investment Program Dr Stephen
Kirchner examined the relationship between
productivity and compensation in Australia and
the United States.

Australia and the United States:
State of the economic union
New economic research by the Centre in
conjunction with Indiana University was
launched in Washington, DC in late April. CEO
Simon Jackman presented the report at an
event organised by the American Australian
Business Council, with attendees including US
Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, White
House economic advisors Larry Kudlow and
Kevin Hassett, White House Chief of Staff Mick
Mulvaney and business leaders Anthony Pratt
and Lachlan Murdoch. The report highlighted
the potential of the US Midwest as a destination
for Australian companies and investors looking
to broaden their horizons.
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The ‘reserve currency’ myth:
The US dollar’s current and future
role in the world economy

RESEARCH

The US dollar remains the dominant currency
for international trade and investment, but
contrary to popular myth this dominant role
owes very little to its status as a so-called
“reserve currency”. Trade and Investment
Director Dr Stephen Kirchner wrote an extensive report on the US dollar’s current and future
role in the world economy.

TEACHING

Rare earths: Is there a case for
government intervention?
STUDY ABROAD

As US Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross visited
Australia for discussions on rare earths security
in October, new USSC research by David Uren,
the former economics editor for The Australian,
was released. It examined how the Australian
government should respond to a US push for
non-Chinese sources of rare earths supply.

EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

2019 event highlights
The WTO in turbulent times
Ambassador Alan Wm. Wolff, Deputy Director General of the World Trade Organization (WTO), was special guest at a breakfast briefing co-hosted by Clayton Utz. Wolff
discussed the challenges and opportunities for reform of the global trade architecture
as key institutions — like the WTO — face unprecedented challenges.

Douglas Irwin roundtable
The USSC was joined by world-renowned economic historian Douglas Irwin for a roundtable event in Sydney. Irwin is the author of the definitive Clashing Over Commerce: A History
of US Trade Policy. He spoke about how current tensions fit into the broader sweep of US
trade history.

Income inequality:
How to tackle wage woes in Australia and the United States
To help examine how governments and business can tackle stagnant wages and increasing income inequality in Australia and the United States, the Global Head of Economic
Research at Indeed.com Martha Gimbel appeared in discussion with the USSC’s Trade
and Investment Program Director Dr Stephen Kirchner at a public forum in March.

Navigating the US-China trade war
Andrew Quinn, Director for Trade and Development Policy at GE, who was previously a
senior White House trade advisor under both President Obama and President Trump,
joined Dr Stephen Kirchner for a public forum to discuss the US-China trade war,
Congress’ role in US trade policy and what the regional economic landscape could look
like in the lead up to November 2020 and beyond.
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F E AT U R E D P U B L I C AT I O N

APPOINTMENTS

Lessons from quantitative
easing in the United States:
A guide for Australian policymakers

RESEARCH

If interest rates in Australia are almost at zero, how can the Reserve Bank maintain
nominal stability if there is adverse shock to the Australian economy? Faced with
the same issue, the US Federal Reserve implemented a strategy known as quantitative easing. In this research report published in June, Director of the Trade and
Investment Program Dr Stephen Kirchner detailed what Australia could learn from
the US experience with quantitative easing.

TEACHING

The findings were reported widely in the media, with coverage in The Australian
Financial Review, Bloomberg, The Sydney Morning Herald, ABC News, ABC Radio
National, ABC News Radio, The Saturday Paper, The New Daily and Business
Insider, among others. Throughout the rest of the year Kirchner was sought by
journalists and broadcasters to provide expert commentary on the topic as speculation about the Reserve Bank’s future monetary policy continued.

STUDY ABROAD
EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE
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POLITICS, SOCIETY
AND CULTURE PROGRAM

APPOINTMENTS
RESEARCH

US politics shapes the US economy and its foreign policy,
with implications for Australia and the region. The strong cultural
connections between Australia and the United States — running through
media, film, literature, music and sport — mean that trends in American
public opinion are often mirrored in Australia. Australians’ understanding
of the United States — of its politics and its appetite for international
engagement — powerfully shape the way Australian policymakers engage
with the United States.

TEACHING
STUDY ABROAD

Our research on US politics, society and culture addresses questions
about US political institutions and public opinion; the values that
structure US politics both today and historically; America’s ongoing
balancing of individual freedom, inequality and state power; America’s
presentation of itself to the world through film, television and literature;
how technology is transforming American workplaces, households and
social relations; and the differences and similarities between the United
States and Australia in key domains of public policy.

2019 publications
EVENTS

The House is in session:
Key committees in the 116th Congress

COMMUNICATIONS

In a research brief published in January,
Visiting Fellow Bruce Wolpe charted the key
House of Representative committee leadership changes after the Democrats’ success at
the midterm elections.

Impeachment: The insiders’ guide
On the precipice of only the third presidential
impeachment in US history, the Centre assembled a compilation of essays by its experts to
comment on the discussions occurring behind
doors, the arguments that will play out in public,
and the precedents being set and broken
every day as the process unfolds. Three of the
authors — Dr Charles Edel, Dr Gorana Grgic and
Bruce Wolpe — spoke at a launch event at the
National Press Club in Canberra.

PEOPLE

USSC-YouGov polling
As part of an ongoing partnership between USSC
and YouGov PLC, Centre CEO Professor Simon
Jackman and Lecturer in Political Science Dr
Shaun Ratcliff commissioned public opinion surveys in the United States and Australia
throughout the year.

Very legal and very cool: Public
opinion on Trump, Russia and
the Mueller investigation
Prior to the completion of Special Counsel
Robert Mueller’s report into Russian interference
in the 2016 US election, Australians and Americans were polled on whether they believe there
was cooperation between the Trump campaign
and Russia, and whether they think US President
Donald Trump will stay in office.

Red is the new black: Support for
and attitudes towards socialism in
Australia and the United States
Millennial Australians and Americans are more
likely than older generations to say that more
socialism would be good for their country. The
USSC and YouGov surveyed 1000 respondents in the United States and more than 1000
in Australia to understand why and to find out
what people mean when they say they favour
or oppose socialism.

Australians prefer any Democrat to
Trump, but Trump leads four out
of seven Democratic candidates

Attitudes towards abortion in
Australia and the United States
A poll was conducted to learn more about American and Australian attitudes towards issues like
women’s reproductive rights. The results showed
that New South Wales abortion laws appeared
to be out of step with public opinion, with 60 per
cent of Australian respondents saying a woman
should be able to obtain an abortion as a matter
of personal choice.

Allied interest: Australia-US relations
remain strong in new poll
In the week that Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison was preparing for the rare honour of
a state dinner at the Trump White House, USSC
released the results of a poll showing that Americans believe they have no better friend than
Australia. Responses showed that 97 per cent of
Americans rate Australia as a friend or ally, the
highest ranking among 14 countries. Similarly,
93 per cent of Australians rate the United States
as a friend or ally.

Australians concerned about
growing Chinese power
While Australians are concerned about the rise
of China – and the United States’ ability to handle
it – Americans appear to be more complacent,
according to the results of polling by USSC and
YouGov. While Americans were evenly divided
on how well President Trump is handling US relations with China, nearly two-thirds of Australians
disapproved.

Just over a year out from the US presidential election, this poll provided the first major
insight into who Australians want to occupy
the White House and how this compares to
American voters.
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Public opinion in the age of Trump:
The United States and Australia compared
This multi-faceted comparison of public opinion of both the United States and
Australia provided a rigorous examination of where the United States and Australia
sit some three years into the Trump presidency.

RESEARCH

Americans and Australians were surveyed for their views on a wide array of political
and social issues, spanning perennials such as state power, inequality and personal
freedoms, to gun control, climate change and racial prejudice, to assessments
about international security challenges — including foreign interference, alliances
and the rise of China — and the implications of rapid technological change.
In partnership with YouGov, USSC polled 1,800 Americans and 1,820 Australians,
with the results showing that Americans and Australians aren’t as similar as we
might assume on a wide-range of topics.

TEACHING

Media coverage of the poll was extensive with op-eds and reporting published by
organisations such as The Sydney Morning Herald, The Canberra Times, The Guardian, Buzzfeed, ABC News and The Australian Financial Review, as well as interviews
on ABC Radio National, ABC’s The Drum, Sky News and ABC’s Afternoon Briefing.

STUDY ABROAD
EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

KEY FINDINGS
›

On a left-to-right political
spectrum, Coalition voters in
Australia are closer to Americans who voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016 than they are to those
who voted for Donald Trump.

›

On almost every topic,
from climate change to
tariffs, intense partisanship
dominates US public opinion.

›

Out of a list of 14 countries Australians were asked about, attitudes
towards the United States displayed
the most distinct partisan split.
This was not the case for American views of Australia.

›

Differences between the ways
Australians and Americans see their
own societies, each other, and the
world extend well beyond views
on gun control and health care.
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Our academic researchers had an exceptional year,
authoring four books and a dozen other chapters
and articles. They also hosted visiting scholars and
presented fortnightly academic seminars.
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Books published in 2019
Ideologies of American Foreign Policy
Co-authored by the USSC’s Associate Professor in American Politics Brendon O’Connor,
this book offers a comprehensive account of
ideology and its role in the foreign policy of the
United States. Ideologies of American Foreign
Policy, co-written by John Callaghan and Mark
Phythian, investigates the way US foreign policy
has been understood, debated and explained
in the period since the United States emerged
as a global force on its way to becoming the
world power.

The Lessons of Tragedy:
Statecraft and the World Order
Dr Charles Edel, USSC Senior Fellow and a
former adviser to Secretary of State John Kerry,
co-authored The Lessons of Tragedy: Statecraft and World Order. Edel briefed the Australian government departmental secretaries at a
closed-door session in Canberra on the book’s
findings, and a public launch, where Edel was
interviewed by ABC journalist Geraldine Doogue,
was held at the University of Sydney.
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Anti-Americanism and American
Exceptionalism: Prejudice
and Pride about the USA

RESEARCH
TEACHING

This book by Associate Professor in American Politics Brendon O’Connor was launched
in Sydney in October. Anti-Americanism and
American Exceptionalism argues against the
tendency to see America as the worst or best
nation. It instead presents a case for seeing
anti-Americanism as a counterproductive
prejudice, arguing that while there are many
reasons to criticise American policies, politics and American society, a crucial distinction should be drawn between criticism and
prejudice.

STUDY ABROAD

How America Compares

EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS

USSC academics Associate Professor Brendon
O’Connor and Dr David Smith teamed up with
Rodney Tiffen, Anika Gauja and Ross Gittens
to author a reference work that offers contemporary and systematic comparisons between
the United States and 17 other economically
advanced, stable liberal democracies. The
book provides international data on many
aspects of social life, from taxation to traffic
accidents, homicide rates to health expenditure, and interest rates to internet usage.

PEOPLE

Other 2019 highlights
In light of international studies warning that public opposition to vaccination mandates could
undermine public consensus about the value of vaccination, the USSC’s Senior Lecturer
Dr David Smith — and co-authors Katie Attwell and Uwana Evers — conducted a study on
attitudes towards both vaccination and mandates. They found in contrast to similar studies
in the United States and the United Kingdom, support for both vaccination and mandates is
very high. Their findings were published in the journal Politics and reported by more than
100 media outlets.
USSC lecturer Dr Gorana Grgic spent six months based at the Minda de Gunzburg Center for
European Studies at Harvard University. During her fellowship, she worked on a book project
that examines US foreign policy and transatlantic cooperation in the Balkans.
Lecturer in American Studies Dr Aaron Nyerges contributed a chapter to the book William
S. Burroughs Cutting Up the Century published by Indiana University Press.
Senior Lecturer in History and American Studies Dr Thomas J. Adams travelled to Germany
to take up a fellowship at the Institute for Work and Human Lifecycle in Global History at
Humboldt University.
Lecturer in American Politics Dr Shaun Ratcliff authored a chapter on voter behaviour for
the textbook Australian Politics and Policy: Senior Edition.
Lecturer in American Studies Dr Rodney Taveira’s review of The Beauty of a Social Problem by Walter Benn Michaels was published in the European Journal of American Culture.
Director of the North American Studies Program at Germany’s University of Bonn, Professor
Sabine Sielke, spent some time at the USSC as a visiting fellow to progress her research on
gender in American culture.
The American Cultures Workshops continued in 2019. The fortnightly seminars unite scholars of disparate disciplinary and methodological backgrounds from across the Asia-Pacific
region who share a common research focus on the United States.
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Our postgraduate and undergraduate programs
provide unparalleled opportunities for students
to understand the past, present and future
direction of the United States.
Our students learn to objectively analyse
American politics, foreign policy, business,
media, culture, and society. The Centre’s
networks in Australia and the United States
give students unprecedented access to experts
across a broad range of topics.
Since our first intake of postgraduate degree
students in 2008, thousands of students at
the University of Sydney have undertaken
study taught by our award-winning academics.
Our unique teaching programs have grown to
include an undergraduate major and honours
in American Studies.
We also offer a range of internships in Australia,
helping students become career ready by
providing real-world work experience.

ussc.edu.au/education
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PROGRAMS OFFERED IN 2019

UNITS OFFERED IN 2019

Major in American Studies

AMST1001 Global America

Honours in American Studies

AMST2606 Stand Up USA:
American Comedy and Humour
AMST2701 American Dreams

RESEARCH

AMST3601 American Perspectives
OLET2151 Understanding the USA
USSC1201 America and Australia:
The issues compared
USSC1602 US Politics:
Elections, Presidents, Laws

TEACHING

USSC1604 Sex, Race and Rock:
US Culture
USSC2601 US in the World:
Policies and Strategies

STUDY ABROAD

USSC3601
Public Opinion and Voting in the US
USSC3603 Dissent and
Protest in America

EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

844 UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS ENROLLED
IN USSC UNITS OF
STUDY IN 2019

NEW IN 2019

Understanding the USA
An Open Learning Environment (OLE) is a unit
that offers students the opportunity to extend
their skills and knowledge by exploring other
fields of study. The USSC’s first ever online OLE
— Understanding the USA — introduced the 212
enrolled students to the politics, culture, economy and society of the world’s most powerful
nation. The unit will be offered again in Semester
2, 2020 and the Centre’s new OLE — US Violence:
Terror, Guns, Punishment — will be offered for the
first time in Semester 1, 2020.

NEW IN 2020

#America:
Media, Industry, Technology
The American nation is constructed and
consumed through its media technologies,
beamed around the world as “content”. This new
undergraduate unit will be offered for the first
time in 2020 and will consider the relationship
between US media industries and the stories we
consume. Taught by Dr Aaron Nyerges and Dr
Rodney Taveira, the unit surveys multiple forms
and formats, including cinema, television, radio,
podcasts, literature, and social media.

40

41

PARTNERS
APPOINTMENTS

Postgraduate

Internships

UNITS OFFERED IN 2019

The Centre hosted a number of American
students for internships during 2019. The
students, on exchange from colleges including
Tulane University, the University of Pennsylvania and the University of Utah, researched
topics such as the candidates for the US presidential election, gun violence, and the Green
New Deal, and helped to produce analysis for
the Centre’s newsletter.

DATA5207 Data Analysis
in the Social Sciences
GOVT6299 Campaigning:
Data, Politics, Strategy

RESEARCH

GOVT6139 Research Design
GOVT6359 US-China Relations
USSC6903 US Foreign
and National Security Policy
USSC6916 Research Essay in US Studies
USSC6919 American Film and Hollywood

TEACHING

USSC6920 US Media:
Politics, Culture, Technology

The Centre also offered a range of research
internships that allowed students to support
the work of the Centre’s research programs.
The research interns engaged with industry,
published their own research, and contributed
to long-term program initiatives.

USSC6923 The US Economy

STUDY ABROAD
EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
PEOPLE

187 STUDENTS
UNDERTOOK
POSTGRADUATE
STUDY OFFERED BY
THE CENTRE IN 2019

2019 teaching highlights
The year kicked off with a number of events as part of the University of Sydney’s Welcome
Week. USSC events included a panel discussion on the second summit between US President
Trump and North Korean President Kim Jong-un; Chat with a Diplomat, an opportunity for
students to speak to US Consul General Sharon Hudson-Dean and DFAT Deputy Director
Ryan Neelam; and a trivia night featuring questions set by USSC academics.
The Academic team was awarded a Strategic Education Grant for the development of a
second OLE. US Violence: Terror, Guns, Punishment will explore the political, cultural and
economic issues that drive American violence and will be taught by Dr Rodney Taveira
in 2020.
The Centre hosted its first-ever offsite, themed lecture at a bowling alley. Following
an in-depth discussion of the Coen brothers’ cult movie The Big Lebowski, students
enrolled in Stand Up USA: American Comedy and Humour enjoyed a couple of games
of ten-pin bowling.
USSC students participated in the Foreign Policy and Defence Program’s Indo-Pacific Strategic Futures: Next-Generation Leaders Workshop in August. Supported by the US Department
of State and SUUNS (Sydney University United Nations Society), the event gave participants
the opportunity to engage with wide-ranging perspectives on the future of the Indo-Pacific.
Late August’s Open Day enabled prospective students to learn about the opportunities on
offer from the USSC and the University of Sydney. Activities included a campus tour, mini
lectures and advice centres, and a USSC stall.
In November, students, staff and alumni of the USSC gathered to celebrate Thanksgiving
with an enormous feast of turkey, cranberry, mashed potato and pumpkin pie. It was an
opportunity to catch up with friends and give thanks for a wonderful year.
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Our alumni of more than 10,000 accomplished
professionals can be found across the globe having
established successful careers in government,
journalism, law, economics and business.

RESEARCH
TEACHING

Rémy Numa

STUDY ABROAD

With a keen interest in the role the US
plays in the world, Rémy chose to enrol in
the Centre’s American Studies major and
focus on US politics and culture subjects.
The unique insight and knowledge he gained
during his studies has set him on course for
a fast-paced career in New York where he
now works for Fox News factchecking the
latest political and business news for reporters, producers and news anchors.

EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS

“ The American Studies major has given me a much
more sophisticated and nuanced understanding of the
US. I think that is largely because of the outstanding
faculty at the Centre. Their lessons have remained with
me, even several years after I finished the major.”
Rémy Numa
Research Specialist, Fox News Channel
Bachelor of Arts (Media and Communications) and Bachelor of Laws

PEOPLE

“ A friend suggested that I take a USSC subject and
I’m so glad I did. The unit was probably the most
engaging and interesting subject I took at uni. And
my internship at the Centre allowed me to meet and
work with experts from around the world, asking
them questions and hearing their candid opinions.
If I hadn’t studied and worked with the USSC, I likely
wouldn’t be where I am today!”
Isabella Gorrez
Strategic Policy Officer, Australian Government
Bachelor of International and Global Studies (Government and International Relations)

Isabella Gorrez
Isabella studied and interned at the US
Studies Centre, gaining valuable knowledge and experience to enable her to
kickstart her career. Since graduating from
the University of Sydney, she has worked
for the Australian government looking at
broadcasting policy and now has a role
in international industry engagement
where she gets to apply the knowledge
of American foreign policy she learned
in her classes.
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Our innovative study abroad and
internship programs have given our
students invaluable experience living
and working overseas, fostering
lifetime connections and a practical
knowledge of the United States.
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Through our partnerships with
leading colleges and organisations
in the United States, more than 900
students in Australia have had the
opportunity to live, study and work
in Los Angeles and Washington DC.

Washington DC Program
Twenty-four students from the University of
Sydney and the University of Western Australia
spent nine weeks in Washington DC, living, studying and interning as part of the Centre’s Washington DC Placement Program. Whilst there, the
students were hosted by the Australian Embassy
for a welcome reception where they were able to
hear from Ambassador Joe Hockey.
The program offered those selected a mixture
of classes at the University of California’s
Washington, DC campus, and internships with
a range of senators, members of Congress and
major organisations like the OECD and the US
Chamber of Commerce.

UCLA Study Abroad Program
Run by USSC in partnership with the Perth
USAsia Centre, the UCLA Study Abroad
Program offers students at the University
of Sydney and the University of Western
Australia the opportunity to live and study
at the University of California’s Los Angeles
campus during the Australian winter break.
Forty-eight students took part in the program
in 2019, enjoying American college life while
earning credit towards their degrees.
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The Centre brings together leading experts and
influencers to help frame public debate and set
the policy agenda.
We’ve hosted a wide array of Australian and
international guests, from Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and Vice President Joe Biden
to foreign policy analyst Anne Marie Slaughter.
Former Australian prime ministers Bob Hawke
AC, Paul Keating and John Howard AC have
all spoken at our events, along with various
Australian foreign ministers.
2019 SNAPSHOT

82
EVENTS

100+
SPEAKERS

3,500+
ATTENDEES

HOSTED

FROM AROUND
THE GLOBE

AT EVENTS IN
SYDNEY, CANBERRA,
MELBOURNE AND
WASHINGTON DC

48

49

PARTNERS

2019 event highlights
APPOINTMENTS
RESEARCH

Foreign Minister Marise
Payne addresses USSC

TEACHING
STUDY ABROAD

The Centre was honoured to host Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon.
Marise Payne for a major foreign policy
address at Bloomberg’s Australian headquarters in late October. The minister warned that western democracies
cannot be complacent about guarding
the international rules-based order and
vowed to continue to challenge China
on its human rights abuses. Declaring
Australia’s alliance with the United States
as “more important to us than ever”, she
said Australia’s long-term interests would
depend on “taking a firm stand”, even if it
displeased other countries.

Mia Love visits Australia
Mia Love, the first black Republican
woman to be elected to the US Congress
and now USSC Non-resident Senior
Fellow, visited Australia in October for a
series of events and media engagements.
Love had a sold-out event at Melbourne’s
Wheeler Centre, and appeared in conversation with the ABC’s US political analyst
John Barron and USSC CEO Simon Jackman at Sydney’s Museum of Contemporary Art. She was joined by Linda Burney,
MP for an event at Parliament House in
Canberra discussing the challenges and
opportunities for women from diverse
backgrounds in politics.

EVENTS

Dialogue on Indo-Pacific
policy at G’Day USA

COMMUNICATIONS

CEO Simon Jackman led a team of USSC experts
to Washington, DC in January to meet with both
Australian and American policymakers involved
with Indo-Pacific policy. Professor Jackman joined
Australian Foreign Minister Marise Payne, former
US Director of National Intelligence James Clapper,
Professor Stephen Smith and Dr Kathleen Hicks on
stage for an open session on how the United States
and Australia can work together to keep the region
free and open.

PEOPLE

Ambassador Culvahouse
visits Sydney
The Centre was delighted to host the
new US Ambassador to Australia Arthur
B. Culvahouse Jr on the first day of his
visit to Sydney. Culvahouse participated
in a wide-ranging roundtable discussion
and lunch with his embassy colleagues,
members of the US Consulate in Sydney,
members of the Centre’s staff, program
leads and friends of the Centre.

Meeting of the mayors
The Centre was privileged to host the
mayors of Dallas and Fort Worth,
Texas for a roundtable luncheon with
Australian business leaders in Sydney.
Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings and Fort
Worth Mayor Betsy Price discussed
how local government and the business community work together in the
fourth largest metropolitan area in
the United States to deliver economic
prosperity for the region.

USSC hosts Microsoft
President Brad Smith
The Centre hosted a keynote address and
Q&A with Microsoft President Brad Smith
in Sydney in March. Smith used the occasion to discuss artificial intelligence, ethics
and governance, and the use of
facial recognition technology in
Australia and the United States.
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General David Petraeus in Sydney

Thanksgiving in Canberra

Former Director of the CIA General David
Patreus visited Sydney in August and met
with a small group of friends of the USSC
to share his insights into US foreign policy
strategy in the age of China competition.

The USSC hosted a Thanksgiving reception at Parliament House in Canberra
in late November. It was an opportune
time to thank friends and partners of the
Centre and review the highlights of our
2019 publications and activities, as well
as preview what is on the horizon for the
2020 presidential election year.

STUDY ABROAD
EVENTS

#MeToo’s champion in conversation

COMMUNICATIONS

The MeToo Movement – recipient of the 2019
Sydney Peace Prize – has changed the way we
understand and talk about sexual harassment and
violence around the world. Tarana Burke began
building the movement in 2006 to help survivors
of sexual violence. In November, the Centre hosted
Burke in conversation with journalist and presenter Jan Fran to
discuss the founding and future
of the movement.

PEOPLE

Reagan: ‘Making America
great’ the first time

New releases and
Hollywood classics

In May, former executive assistant to
Ronald Reagan, Peggy Grande, discussed
the former president and his lasting impact
on politics in a conversation with USSC
non-resident senior fellow Bruce Wolpe at
a public event at the University of Sydney.

The Centre continued its feature film series,
kicking off with a screening of Etched in
Bone about the Smithsonian Institution’s
decision to repatriate stolen human bones
from northern Australia. USSC lecturer in
American Studies Dr Aaron Nyerges hosted
a discussion about the documentary. Classic
films The Manchurian Candidate and Sunset
Boulevard were also screened at events with
analysis provided by USSC Non-resident
Senior Fellow Stephen Loosley.

New York Times in Australia
Stephen Dunbar-Johnson, President,
International of The New York Times
Company and Claire McFarland,
Director of the USSC Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program, discussed
the future of media organisations and
international business models at
this public event in April.
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We don’t just sit and wait for people to stumble
across our work, we’re meeting Australians where
they go for analysis and ideas.
We curate broad public conversation through the
media and our digital platforms: a weekly politics
digest, our website and social media.
Our experts are sought by the Australian and
international media for their analysis of the
United States, regularly publishing and appearing
in outlets such as The New York Times, The
Australian, CNN, The Sydney Morning Herald
and ABC Australia.
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The USSC had a makeover with the rollout of a new visual identity in October. The new logo
and look are brighter and bolder, and encapsulate who we are and what we represent. The
Centre’s tagline – Analysis of America. Insight for Australia – captures our primary mission,
which is to build Australia’s awareness of the dynamics shaping America and their implications for Australia.

RESEARCH

Our experts had a busy year with hundreds of appearances for media outlets in Australia
and around the world. This included leading news organisations and programs such as The
New York Times, BBC, The Wall Street Journal, CNN, The Washington Post, ABC’s 7.30,
NPR, The Financial Times, The Guardian, South China Morning Post, The Australian and
The Sydney Morning Herald.

TEACHING

In February, the second summit between Donald Trump and Kim Jong-Un generated plenty
of media attention for the Centre’s experts. Highlights included Non-resident Senior Fellow
Dr John Lee’s preview of the summit in a column for The Australian, along with Senior Fellow
Dr Charles Edel’s analysis for 9News. All the Centre’s US-Asia experts joined forces to release
a media brief on their expectations for the summit.

STUDY ABROAD

The long-awaited release of the Mueller report and subsequent fallout consumed US media
attention in early April. Professor Simon Jackman spoke to ABC News and Bruce Wolpe
was on Sky News discussing the implications for the Trump administration’s relationship
with Congress and the path to 2020.
Centre experts covered the nomination in May of Senator Arthur Sinodinos AO to be Australia’s Ambassador to the United States for the ABC and The Sydney Morning Herald.

EVENTS

Senior lecturer Dr David Smith’s weekly appearance on ABC Sydney’s Drive program for the
segment Trump Tuesday continued in 2019.

COMMUNICATIONS

Throughout the year, Centre experts were called on regularly for commentary on the fraught
relationship between the US and China, and what it means for the countries – and indeed
the world’s – economic future.
Amid mounting concerns about foreign political influence, Non-resident Senior Fellow Dr
John Lee appeared on an episode of Q&A in September, which focused on ‘The Political
Donations Arms Race’. And in November Non-resident Fellow James Brown appeared on
the program to discuss international relations, diplomacy and war.

PEOPLE

›

The popularity of the Centre’s round-up of the latest news
and analysis of US politics continued to grow in 2019. Its
weekly newsletter, The 45th, looks at what’s been happening
in the United States and the implications for Australia and the
rest of the world.
Australia’s Foreign Minister Marise Payne put human rights
and the rules-based international order front and centre in
a speech to a USSC audience in October. Her remarks were
covered by The Australian, The Guardian, SBS, Sky, Channel
Ten and ABC News.
USSC experts were called upon to provide analysis following the accusation by a whistleblower that President Trump
was using executive powers to solicit foreign intervention
in the presidential race, and this continued as the scandal
progressed into impeachment proceedings late in the year.
Interest in the 2020 presidential election increased throughout the year as those hoping to be nominated as the Democrat candidate launched their campaigns and participated in
a number of televised debates.
The Centre continued its popular ‘explainers’ series in 2019,
publishing on topics ranging from the Green New Deal to
Halloween, and net neutrality to reproductive rights in the
United States.
Other events in 2019 that saw media outlets request
comment from the Centre included the appointment of
Arthur B. Culvahouse Jr as US Ambassador to Australia, the
US Government shutdown that concluded in January, President Trump’s State of the Union address, escalating tensions
between Iran and the United States, and the announcement
that Australia would join the US military effort to protect
shipping in the Strait of Hormuz.

›

The Centre produced a
weekly podcast following
the twists and turns in
the 2020 US presidential
election. Leading experts,
scholars and journalists
joined the podcast each
week to discuss the
issues that are shaping
the campaign. Highlights
included episodes on
race and the Republican
party, the Mueller
investigation, and political
discourse on late-night
comedy programs.
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Board
as of January 2020

Mark Baillie (Chair)
Chairman, United States Studies Centre
Maria Atkinson, AM
Director, XO Pty Ltd
The Honourable Mike Baird
Former Premier of New South Wales
Louise Clegg
Barrister, PG Hely Chambers
The Honourable Stephen Conroy
Former Minister for Broadband,
Communications and the Digital Economy
Maureen Dougherty
President, Boeing Australia,
New Zealand and South Pacific
Gordon Flake
Chief Executive Officer, Perth USAsia Centre

Stephen Garton
Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor,
University of Sydney
Simon Jackman
Chief Executive Officer,
United States Studies Centre
Kevin McCann, AM FAICD
Former Chairman, Macquarie Bank
The Honourable John Olsen, AO
Chairman, American Australian
Association Limited
John Robinson
Partner, EY
Heather Smith, PSM
Former Secretary of the Department
of Industry, Innovation and Science
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Elliott Brennan
Research Associate

Shaun Ratcliff
Lecturer in Political Science

Charles Edel
Senior Fellow

Don Scott-Kemmis
Research Fellow, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program

Gorana Grgic
Lecturer in US Politics and Foreign Policy
Simon Jackman
Professor of Political Science
and Chief Executive Officer

TEACHING

Stephen Kirchner
Director, Trade and Investment Program
Claire McFarland
Director, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program

STUDY ABROAD

Jared Mondschein
Senior Advisor
Aaron Nyerges
Lecturer in American Studies
Brendon O’Connor
Associate Professor in American Politics

David Smith
Senior Lecturer in American
Politics and Foreign Policy
Matilda Steward
Research Associate,
Foreign Policy and Defence Program
Rodney Taveira
Lecturer in American Studies
Brendan Thomas-Noone
Research Fellow,
Foreign Policy and Defence Program
Ashley Townshend
Director, Foreign Policy and Defence Program

EVENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
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Non-resident
experts

Staff

John Barron
Honorary Associate

Susan Beale
Digital and Creative Manager

Jeffrey Bleich
Distinguished Teaching Fellow

Shelley Cheng
Finance and Administration Officer

James Brown
Non-resident Fellow

Madelyne Cummings
Administrative Officer

V. Kim Hoggard
Non-resident Fellow

Stephanie Dunstan
Director of Communications

John Lee
Non-resident Senior Fellow

Mara Gonzales
Events Officer

Stephen Loosley, AM
Non-resident Senior Fellow

Luke Mansillo
Research Assistant

Mia Love
Non-resident Senior Fellow

Zoe Meers
Research Assistant and Data
Visualisation Analyst

Megan H. MacKenzie
Non-resident Senior Fellow
Spencer Maughan
Visiting Fellow, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program

Vik Naidoo
Chief Operating and Academic Officer
Janine Pinto
Events Manager

Rebecca Sheehan
Honorary Associate

Cindy Tang
Finance Director

Bryden Spurling
Alliance 21 Fellow

Amelia Trial
Student Mobility Manager

Shawn Treier
Research Affiliate

Nhien Truong
Operations Manager

Bruce Wolpe
Non-resident Senior Fellow
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Financial report
United States Studies Centre
ACN 122 586 341
ABN 85 122 586 341

Summary of the Financial Report for the year ended 31 December 2019
The following information has been extracted from the United States Studies Centre’s Audited
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2019.

Operating result for the year
The operating result for the year amounted to a deficit of $191,031 compared to a surplus of $1,794,832
in the previous year.

Revenue
In 2019, total revenue decreased by 24 per cent compared with the previous year. This was primarily
due to a one-off member’s contribution of $1,200,000 received from the University of Sydney in
2018 and the 2019 member contribution of $950,000 that was received and recorded as revenue in
accordance with the relevant accounting standard in 2018.
During 2019, the Centre received funding from the following sources: its members (the American
Australian Association and the University of Sydney), the Commonwealth of Australia, student tuition
fees, donations and corporate partners.
Income funding sources
2019

2018

6.9%

Member contributions
Commonwealth of Australia

10.0%

40.4%

Student tuition fees
Donations

56.2%
31.5%

42.0%

Investment income
Corporate partners

7.2%

3.2%
4.0%
1.1%

Other income
0.4%
1.4%
2.6% 1.7%

Expenditure
In 2019, there was a six per cent decrease in the Centre’s expenditure compared to 2018. This was
mainly due to reductions in expenditure as a consequence of the new Host Agreement with the
Centre’s members which commenced on 1 January 2019 and reduced spending in sponsored
research activities.
Resource allocation
2018

2019

Teaching and study abroad
33%

41%

30%
43%

Research and analysis
Outreach and events

15%

11%
15%

Administration
12%
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Extract from Financial Statements
Statement of Comprehensive Income for the year ended 31 December 2019
2019
$

2018
$

Revenue from continuing operations

8,069,048

10,553,880

Expenses from continuing operations

8,260,079

8,759,048

(191,031)

1,794,832

2019
$

2018
$

12,313,590

12,910,531

633,233

96,876

12,946,823

13,007,407

2,167,254

1,871,722

2,167,254

1,871,722

10,779,569

11,135,685

Retained earnings

10,779,569

11,135,685

Total equity

10,779,569

11,135,685

Operating result for the period
Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2019

Assets
Current assets
Non-current assets
Total assets

Liabilities
Current liabilities
Total liabilities

Net assets

Equity

Retained earnings
The Centre had a deficit during 2019. The retained earnings decreased to $10.8 million, of which
$159,342 is allocated to activities relating to contractual agreements. The remaining balance will be
directed towards funding the Centre’s future activities and operations.

64

65

ANALYSIS
OF AMERICA
INSIGHT FOR
AUSTRALIA

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE
Institute Building (H03), City Rd
The University of Sydney NSW 2006
Australia
+61 2 9351 7249
us-studies@sydney.edu.au
USSC.EDU.AU

