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From the CEO
The United States Studies Centre exists to deepen Australia’s understanding of the United States and 
of Australia’s relationship with the United States.

The Centre’s mission is more relevant and more urgent than at any time in its history. The pace of 
strategic, economic and political change in the Indo-Pacific challenges us all, as does the tempo of 
political developments in the United States. Australian policymakers, business leaders, journalists, 
students and the public are drawing on the Centre’s expertise for guidance and insight. The Centre 
leads Australian conversations about American domestic politics, economic, technological and social 
trends in the United States, the future course of American foreign policy, America’s commitment to 
international institutions and alliances and above all, the implications for Australia.

The Centre’s capacity for accomplishing its mission was strengthened in 2018 in the form of a 
new host agreement with the University of Sydney, a multi-million dollar funding injection from the 
Australian Government and a new strategic plan, titled Shift 2020.

Our academic team take the Centre’s mission into classrooms at the University of Sydney. In 2018, 
Centre academics taught 962 students in 30 units of study. The Centre continues to be unmatched 
among Australian think tanks in the size and reach of its undergraduate teaching. In 2018, the Centre’s 
roster included 20 PhDs, about two-thirds of the Centre’s resident and non-resident experts. This 
academic depth is complemented by our research fellows with experience spanning business, 
policy and public service and underpins the Centre’s reputation for independent, rigorous, research-
led analysis. This blend of academic depth and policy experience makes the Centre unique among 
Australian think tanks.

The Centre’s motto is analysis of America, insight for Australia. The Centre’s 2018 research reports 
delivered precisely that. Highlights included: a review of the prospects for Australian-US cooperation 
in commercial ventures in space; a report drawing on lessons learned from America’s experience 
with second airports in its major cities, as earthworks began at Western Sydney airport; parallels and 
lessons learned in the foreign investment review procedures in both Australia and the United States; 
an in-depth analysis of innovation and investment in agricultural technologies — or AgTech — and 
their implications for Australia; a historical look at the office of the US president and the stress test 
it currently faces; and a study of how Australia and the United States — both with abundant energy 
resources — are on radically different energy pathways.

We’ve also begun to diversify the way we deliver some of our expertise and editorial content in 2018. 
You can now find more than 20 explainers on our website, developed over the past 12 months to help 
Australians understand some of the policy issues, personalities and peculiarities of American politics in 
easily digestible reads. We’ve also produced a regular podcast and continue to deliver our US politics 
newsletter The 45th, with more than 100 editions now published.

The Centre’s experts were prominent in Australian and international media in 2018, with more than 
150 op-eds and hundreds more appearances on television and radio. I’m especially pleased with 
the work of our Centre fellows. In addition to Stephen Loosley, Charles Edel and Elsina Wainwright, 
in 2018 we added John Lee (former senior advisor to foreign minister Julie Bishop) and Bruce Wolpe 
(former chief of staff to Julia Gillard and Democratic staffer) to the Centre’s roster.
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The US midterm elections proved to be our busiest period in 2018 for media and events. We also 
hosted important speeches from shadow foreign minister Penny Wong and shadow defence minister 
Richard Marles, as well as visits by Boston Globe editor-at-large Walter V Robinson, New Yorker 
Magazine’s Susan Glasser, The New York Times’ Peter Baker, and former Republican speaker of the 
House of Representatives John Boehner, among our many events throughout the year. 

I look forward to leading the Centre in 2019 as we continue our important work on Australia’s 
relationship with the United States.

Professor Simon Jackman
Chief Executive Officer



TEACHING AWARDS 

Dr David Smith was awarded a Dean’s commendation in teaching for his unit 
of study, America and Australia: The Issues Compared. 

Both Dr Gorana Grgic and Dr David Smith were acknowledged with 
Excellence in Teaching awards by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.

ONLINE EDUCATION 

The University of Sydney awarded a $10,000 grant to the Centre to develop 
its first OLE — a unit of study that will be delivered online. The new unit, 
Understanding the USA, will introduce students to the politics, culture, 
economy and society of the world’s most powerful nation.

GRADUATE PROFILES

Teaching

2018 AT A GLANCE

763
undergraduate 

students

199
postgraduate 

students

Georgia Hitch, Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation

Georgia Hitch is a multi-platform journalist 
for the ABC. She previously worked as a 
presenter at community radio station FBi 
Radio in Sydney.

Georgia graduated with a Bachelor of 
Media and Communications from the 
University of Sydney, having completed a 
number of units offered by the USSC.

Georgia found that her knowledge of how 
the United States functions, its history and 
its relationship with the rest of the world 
has prepared her well for the fast-paced 
environment of a 24-hour newsroom.

William Read, Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade

After a two-year stint working as a 
Policy and Administrative Officer at the 
Australian Embassy in Washington DC, 
Will Read recently returned to Australia 
to take up a position at the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra.

Will was motivated to pursue an 
international career while studying at the 
University of Sydney. His double major 
in American Studies, and Government 
and International Relations, ensured 
he had a solid understanding of US-
Australia relations, and American politics 
and culture.
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GLOBAL  
PROGRAMS

In addition to real-world experience, 
undergraduate or postgraduate students 
who take on USSC internships may also 
receive credit towards their degree. In 2018, 
this included exclusive internships at the US 
Consulate where students interacted with 
government officials and diplomats working 
on issues concerning Australia-US relations. 
Other placements at the USSC included the 
Foreign Policy and Defence, the Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship, and the Trade and 
Investment internships.

Media

Teaching

INTERNSHIPS

UCLA 
Study Abroad 

Program

50
students

During winter break, 
students live and study at 
the University of California 
Los Angeles. They receive 
credit towards their 
degree at the University 
of Sydney. 

Los Angeles 
Placement 
Program

29
students

Students live in Los 
Angeles for nine weeks 
combining study in 
American business and 
leadership skills with a 
professional placement in 
a leading organisation. 

Washington 
DC 

Placement 
Program

25
students

Students earn credit 
towards their degree 
as they complete a 
nine-week professional 
placement in Washington 
DC, at organisations such 
as congressional offices or 
think tanks.
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Data Analysis in the Social Sciences, was 
offered to postgraduates for the first time 
in 2018. Taught by lecturer Dr Shaun Ratcliff, 
students are trained in the autonomous 
collection, assessment and comparison of data 
to answer relevant social science questions.

A new unit of study for undergraduates in 
2018 was American and Australia: The Issues 
Compared. The unit, taught by award-winning 
lecturer Dr David Smith, proved popular with 
first-year students.

NEW UNITS



2
books

Created by jonifrom the Noun Project

9
journal 
articles

Created by jonifrom the Noun Project

5
book 

chapters

22
reports 

& papers

1
conference 
proceeding

Media

Research & publications

Centre CEO Professor Simon Jackman was elected 
as a fellow to the prestigious Academy of the Social 
Sciences in Australia. Professor Jackman was deemed 
by his peers to have significantly advanced research 
knowledge and developed new approaches to important 
areas within the social sciences.

EXCELLENCE IN THE 
SOCIAL SCIENCES

USSC researchers Professor Simon Jackman and Dr 
Shaun Ratcliff received a Commercial Development and 
Industry Partnership grant from the University of Sydney 
to coordinate the development of a multi-module survey 
instrument to be used by political scientists and policy 
researchers. They will collaborate with opinion polling 
company YouGov, as well as researchers at the University 
of Melbourne, ANU, Macquarie and Griffith.

RESEARCH  
GRANT

Leonie Huddy
Professor of Political Science at the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook

Stanley Feldman
Professor and Associate Director of the Center for 
Survey Research at the State University of New York at 
Stony Brook

VISITING 
SCHOLARS

16
academic 
seminars
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Events were held 
at other venues in 
Sydney as well as 

Washington DC, Los 
Angeles, Canberra and 

Melbourne.

2020Vision podcast
The first episode of the Centre’s 
2020Vision podcast was produced 
in 2018. Each week, academics, 
experts and friends of the Centre 
are interviewed about the political 
landscape in the United States 
ahead of the 2020 presidential 
election. The podcast is available 
on iTunes, Spotify and other 
popular players.

Television
Broadcasters and programs 
such as ABC’s 7.30, Q&A, 
The Drum and Breakfast, 
CNN, BBC, Sky News, Al 
Jazeera, CNBC, Bloomberg, 
SBS, Channel 7’s Sunrise, 
Channel 9’s Today, Ten’s The 
Project 

Media

Events Online

Explainers
A new addition to the Centre’s 
website in 2018, more than 20 
‘explainers’ have already been 
published to help Australians 
understand some of the policy 
issues, personalities and 
peculiarities of American politics 
in easily digestible reads.

59
events

3,000
attendees

78
speakers

37
events at the 
University of 

Sydney

Media
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Print and online
Newspapers and online 
media such as The New 
York Times, The Washington 
Post, The Financial Times, 
The Australian, The American 
Interest, The Sydney Morning 
Herald, The Australian 
Financial Review, The Age, 
The Weekend Australian, 
South China Morning Post

Radio
Radio stations and programs 
such as ABC Sydney’s Drive, 
Radio National’s Breakfast, 
AM and PM programs, 2GB, 
Triple J, 3AW, NewsRadio, 
2UE, 2ser, ABC Melbourne
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Appointments
Dr Stephen Kirchner 
Director, Trade and Investment Program
Dr Stephen Kirchner commenced his role as the director of the Centre’s new Trade and Investment 
Program in January. Kirchner was previously an economist with the Australian Financial Markets 
Association, as well as a research fellow at the Centre for Independent Studies, a senior lecturer in 
economics at the University of Technology Sydney Business School, and an economist with Standard 
& Poor’s Institutional Market Services based in both Sydney and Singapore.

Dr John Lee 
Non-resident Senior Fellow
Dr John Lee joined the Centre in May as a Non-resident Senior Fellow. Previously, he was senior 
adviser to Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop. In this role, he served as the principal adviser on 
Asia and for economic, strategic and political affairs in the Indo-Pacific region. He was also appointed 
the Foreign Minister’s lead adviser on the 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper.

Dr Alex Robson 
Non-resident Fellow
In his role as a Non-resident Fellow at the Centre, Dr Alex Robson analyses Australia’s energy policy 
with insights from the United States. He has written extensively on Australian public policy issues and 
has more than 20 years’ experience as an economist, including at senior levels in the private sector, 
government and academia. He recently served as Chief Economist to Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull.

Don Scott-Kemmis 
Research Fellow, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program
Don Scott-Kemmis joined the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program in March as a Research Fellow. 
The focus of his work is innovation policy and management. Previously he was an Associate Professor 
at the Australian National University, where he led the Innovation Management and Policy Program. 
He has also held research appointments at the University of Sussex and University of Wollongong.

Ashley Townshend 
Director, Foreign Policy and Defence
In January, Ashley Townshend was appointed the Director of the USSC’s Foreign Policy and Defence 
Program, a position he had been acting in for the previous six months. Townshend was previously 
a research fellow and lecturer at the USSC. Before joining the Centre, Townshend was a research 
associate at the Lowy Institute for International Policy.

Bruce Wolpe 
Visiting Fellow
Bruce Wolpe joined the Centre as a Visiting Fellow in October. He is a contributor on US politics to 
Sky News Australia, appearing regularly across its programs and for breaking news. In recent years, 
Bruce has worked with the Democrats in Congress during President Barack Obama’s first term, and 
on the staff of Prime Minister Julia Gillard. He has also served as the former PM’s chief of staff and 
has authored the book, The Committee, a study of President Obama’s legislative agenda in Congress.
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Research

Foreign Policy and Defence Program

Publications

Trump and the US presidency: The past, present and future of America’s highest office
Senior fellow Dr Charles Edel’s report looked at the history of the US presidential office, the limits of 
presidential power and the unique stress test the office is being subjected to under President Donald 
Trump. The report was launched at an event in April with Edel in conversation with Lowy Institute 
senior fellow Richard McGregor.

Australia and the 2018 US midterm elections: A primer
This brief, co-authored by Dougal Robinson and Matilda Steward, examined what was at stake 
for Australia ahead of the 2018 US midterm elections. The authors flagged issues such as deeper 
partisanship in Washington, dysfunctional government, more risk of shutdowns, and negative signs for 
the Pentagon, trade and the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

John Bolton: Bush-era hawk won’t be clipped
Known as a “hawk among hawks”, US President Donald Trump’s national security advisor, John 
Bolton, has devoted his long career in Washington to championing US military intervention in places 
like North Korea and Iran, and deriding international institutions that could erode US sovereignty, like 
the United Nations and the International Criminal Court. In this research brief, research fellow Jared 
Mondschein examined what Bolton would bring to the role and the challenges he will face.

Space for growth: Prospects for Australia-US civil space cooperation
This report written by Alliance 21 Fellow Anthony Wicht and published in June, contained a number 
of policy recommendations to further Australia-US cooperation in space. It comes as the United 
States shows greater interest in allies becoming more space capable and Australia invests in building 
a national space agency.

Human rights and the Trump administration
The Trump administration’s withdrawal from the UN Human Rights Council is part of a broader US 
deprioritisation of human rights internationally, at the same time as China, Russia and other states 
have grown more assertive in challenging democratic norms. In this July research brief, Non-resident 
Senior Fellow Dr Elsina Wainwright, AM examined this departure from previous administrations on 
human rights promotion, the role of the State Department and US Congress in filling the vacuum, and 
the implications for Australia.

American foreign policy after the midterms
While the US midterms are ostensibly about domestic policy, there are major international undercurrents 
at play. So argues Dr Charles Edel in this research brief published in early October. Dr Edel contended 
that the midterms would answer several important questions about the trajectory of US foreign policy 
both under and beyond the Trump administration.
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Wisdom and will? American military strategy in the Indo-Pacific 
Published in November and authored by David Ochmanek, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Force Development, this report looks at American military power in the Indo-Pacific. 
Ochmanek found that the United States has the ability to sustain a favourable balance of power in Asia, 
but risks failing to do so on its current trajectory. 

Alliance 21 fellowships

The Centre collaborates with the US Embassy in Canberra and the Perth USAsia Centre at the 
University of Western Australia to enable the Alliance 21 Fellowship, an exchange of senior scholars 
and policy analysts between Australia and the United States. Two fellows were announced for 2018. 

Madelyn Creedon, a former principal deputy administrator of the National Nuclear Security 
Administration in the US Department of Energy, spent time in Sydney, Perth and Canberra during her 
fellowship. 

Hilary McGeachy is a former first secretary (economic) at the Australian High Commission in New 
Delhi and during her fellowship was based at the Center for a New American Security within the Asia-
Pacific Security Program.

Events and workshops

G’Day USA defence dialogue
The Centre was invited to participate in the G’day USA Dialogue on Defence Industries in Washington, 
DC in April. More than 300 Australian and US defence industry experts and policymakers converged 
to discuss Australia’s bid to drastically increase its military exports. CEO Simon Jackman sat down 
with the Australian Minister for Defence Industry the Honourable Christopher Pyne MP for a public 
discussion on the relationship and what Australia can offer the United States by way of defence exports.

Australia-Japan-US strategic relations and Indo-Pacific security
As capable security partners that share a common vision for an open and rule-governed regional order, 
Australia, the United States and Japan are strengthening their special strategic partnership and playing 
a more active role in collective security initiatives. At this public forum, director of the Foreign Policy 
and Defence Program, Ashley Townshend, and international experts Dr Tomohiko Satake (Japan), Dr 
Lavina Lee (Australia), and Mr Lyle Morris (United States), discussed the shared security challenges 
and opportunities for cooperation between the three countries.

US and Australian policy in an uncertain Indo-Pacific
Five US and Australian experts on Asia policy, including former senior officials David Ochmanek and 
Allan Gyngell AO, discussed US and Australian foreign policy in an uncertain Indo-Pacific at a public 
forum at the Australian National University in Canberra.

National Intelligence meeting
The Centre hosted a private roundtable lunch with US Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats during 
his short trip to Australia. Coats was accompanied by several staffers from Washington and senior 
officers from the US Embassy in Canberra and Consulate General in Sydney. CEO Simon Jackman, 
board members and foreign policy and defence experts from the USSC exchanged perspectives with 
Coats on a wide range of Indo-Pacific and global security challenges.
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US-Asia strategy simulation
The Foreign Policy and Defence Program hosted a three-day strategy simulation program in late April. 
Designed to focus Australian and American strategic thinkers on analysing the future role of the United 
States in the Indo-Pacific, the program featured keynote speeches by David Ochmanek, Major General 
Jeff Sengelman DSC, AM, CSC (Ret’d), Linda Jakobson and Dr Zack Cooper, and participant experts 
from government, academia, think tanks, the military and private industry.

The United States and Asia’s four flashpoints
Brendan Taylor, author of new book The Four Flashpoints and Associate Professor of Strategic 
Studies at the Australian National University, joined Alliance 21 Fellow Madelyn Creedon and Ashley 
Townshend, for a discussion about the risks of strategic competition and war in Asia at a public forum 
in Sydney in October.

Women in foreign policy
Despite progress in recent decades, women continue to be underrepresented in foreign policy and 
national security sectors. Alliance 21 Fellow Madelyn Creedon and lecturer in US Politics and Foreign 
Policy Gorana Grgic discussed the implications of this gender imbalance and how it impacts women’s 
participation in policymaking and academia at a public forum at the University of Sydney in October.

US and Australian strategy in the Indo-Pacific
In November, Australia’s Shadow Minister for Defence, the Honourable Richard Marles MP, delivered a 
public address in Sydney on the role of the US-Australia alliance in an increasingly complex Indo-Pacific 
region. He explored the enduring significance of the ANZUS alliance and bilateral defence relationship, 
as well as the implications of Washington’s National Defense Strategy and National Security Strategy 
for Australia’s own strategic policy choices.

Indo-Pacific Deterrence Dialogue
To advance a robust bilateral policy debate about the key role of deterrence in Indo-Pacific strategy, the 
USSC and Pacific Forum hosted a Track 1.5 US-Australia Indo-Pacific Deterrence Dialogue in Canberra 
in December. The initiative was supported by the Australian Department of Defence and the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York.

Australia and the United States: Addressing 21st century security challenges together
USSC, Pacific Forum and the Australian Institute of International Affairs co-hosted a public seminar in 
Canberra for next-generation Australian and US thinkers to share their thoughts on the development of 
Indo-Pacific strategy and how regional security cooperation should evolve to address future challenges. 
International security experts Dr Brad Roberts and Allan Gyngell AO FIIA moderated the discussion.

Awards

 Adjunct Associate Professor Elsina Wainwright, a non-resident senior fellow of the Centre’s Foreign 
Policy and Defence Program, was recognised for her outstanding service to Australia’s international 
affairs by being made a Member of the Order of Australia.

 Research fellow in the Foreign Policy and Defence Program, Dougal Robinson was awarded a 
Fulbright scholarship to further study Australia’s bilateral relationship with both the United States 
and China. He will undertake a Master of Arts in Strategic Studies, International Economics and 
Indonesian language at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in Washington DC 
where he will specifically examine US-China strategic and economic competition in Asia.
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Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program

Publications

Ava go, ya mug! How Australia can stop fearing failure and embrace the best of American 
innovation culture
Released in January and authored by Vafa Ghazavi, a John Monash Scholar at the University of 
Oxford and a former Australian diplomat and international cyberpolicy adviser in the Department of 
the Prime Minister and Cabinet, this report looked at how Australia can overcome the stigma around 
entrepreneurial failure by drawing on insights from the US experience.

American airport cities: Lessons for Western Sydney Airport
In this report published in May, author Justin Wastnage, taking advantage of his many years as an 
aviation and tourism policy consultant, looks at the lessons and insights to be drawn from the US 
experience of airport development as the Western Sydney Airport project comes to the fore. Wastnage 
analyses case studies from secondary airports in the United States, where the majority of airports are 
publicly funded, to compile recommendations for the development and operation of the new Western 
Sydney Airport.

Seeds of success: Advancing digital agriculture from point solutions to platforms
A new brief released by the Centre in August sets out the steps through which digital technologies are 
becoming integrated into agricultural production systems in Australia and the United States. Written by 
Sarah Nolet, a food systems innovation expert and CEO of global agriculture strategy firm AgThentic, 
the brief suggests Australia’s digital technologies sector will need to adapt to the current expectations 
and capabilities of Australian farmers and the realities of Australian agricultural environments.

Australian AgTech: Opportunities and challenges as seen from a US venture capital perspective
In October, the USSC released this first-of-its-kind report analysing the volume, value, and makeup of 
AgTech investment in Australia. It puts it in the context of the United States and provides insight into 
both how AgTech is developing as a new sub-industry and as a case study for the broader venture 
capital market in Australia. The authors launched the findings of their research at a public event at the 
Sydney Mint with an address by Chair of Innovation and Science Australia, Bill Ferris AC.

Myths, crises and complacency: Innovation policy in the United States and Australia
Innovation capability is increasingly critical for sustaining competitiveness and for developing new 
options for economic growth. But a low level of research-industry collaboration has been a perennial 
problem for Australian innovation policy. Using the US innovation policy experience as a guide, this 
new report written by Innovation and Entrepreneurship research fellow Don Scott-Kemmis suggests 
governments can play a major role in facilitating knowledge transfer and value creation from university 
and public-sector research.

Events

Fear of automation and the rise of populism and protectionism
Peter Loewen, a professor at the Department of Political Science at the University of Toronto, as well 
as a fellow at Stanford University’s Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, joined the 
Centre’s CEO Professor Simon Jackman and director of its Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program 
Claire McFarland to explore how fear about automation is related to support for populist candidates 
and parties, and for more protectionist public policy.
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Trade and Investment Program

Publications

Deal-breakers? Regulating foreign direct investment for national security in Australia and the 
United States
Both the United States and Australia rely on foreign direct investment (FDI) as a major source of capital 
to fund domestic investment and economic growth. But while most foreign acquisitions do not raise 
national security concerns, security considerations have become more salient in recent years due to 
a change in the sources of FDI. Released in July, this report written by USSC researchers Dr Stephen 
Kirchner and Jared Mondschein looked at the national security risks arising from such investments and 
recommends action on a number of fronts.

State of confusion: How policy uncertainty harms international trade and investment
Uncertainty about the economy and economic policy in Australia and the United States has intensified 
since the global financial crisis, with Australia’s high turnover in prime ministers and US political battles 
over the budget and debt ceiling resulting in increased episodes of policy uncertainty. This report 
published in August and written by the director of the Trade and Investment Program, Dr Stephen 
Kirchner, examined the effect of this uncertainty on cross-border trade and investment.

An open door: How globalised are the Australian and US economies?
Dr Stephen Kirchner’s report published in November examined the levels of openness in Australia and 
the United States and suggested that a reduction in economic dynamism, not rampant globalisation, 
has been the key driver behind the success of recent populist campaigns.

Events

World-renowned economist in Sydney
The Trade and Investment Program hosted leading economic mind and President of the Peterson 
Institute for International Economics Adam Posen at a luncheon for business leaders. Posen discussed 
international economic policy under the Trump administration.

Leading economist meets business leaders
Glen S. Fukushima, a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, and former Deputy Assistant 
USTR for Japan and China spoke at a luncheon for business leaders about Donald Trump’s shifting 
opinion of US competition with Japan.

Energy Policy
It doesn’t have to be this way: Australia’s energy crisis, America’s energy surplus
Energy prices in Australia are two to three times more expensive than in the United States, but 
Australia’s energy crisis goes beyond home electricity bills, threatening Australian businesses and the 
nation’s prosperity. This report, authored by Dr Alex Robson, examines the indicators of economic 
loss from Australia’s energy crisis and compares them with the economic tailwinds of more affordable 
energy in the United States. The research was supported by Dow Chemical Australia and Chemistry 
Australia and was launched at events in Sydney and Melbourne in December.
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USSC-YouGov Polling
As part of an ongoing partnership between USSC and YouGov PLC, Centre CEO Professor Simon 
Jackman and USSC political science lecturer Dr Shaun Ratcliff commissioned public opinion surveys 
in the United States and Australia throughout the year. The results of the surveys, as well as Jackman 
and Ratcliff’s expert analysis, was reported widely by the media.

Public opinion on Donald Trump and perceptions of security in Australia and the United States
Polling published in January showed a general view among Australians and Americans that the world 
has become a more dangerous place in recent years, and that things are more dangerous for the 
United States. In part this is driven by concern about America’s declining strength, said Professor 
Jackman in his analysis.

America’s trust deficit
The results of an extensive comparison of trust in both Australia and the United States were released 
in February. Polling revealed that citizens in both Australia and the United States reported having 
significant trust issues with their federal governments. 

Australians as anxious about healthcare costs as Americans, more anxious about climate 
change
Published in July, this polling revealed that Australians report higher levels of anxiety than Americans on 
issues like climate change, and virtually identical levels of anxiety about the affordability of healthcare 
despite Australia’s stronger social safety net.

US voters are more polarised on immigration than Australian and UK voters
This survey released in August looked at political party divisions on the issue of immigration policy in 
Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States. Dr Shaun Ratcliff co-authored an analysis of the 
data for The Washington Post. 

The issues driving midterm voters
Polling published by the Centre in October showed that Donald Trump, healthcare and immigration 
were the most important issues for Americans going into the November midterm elections.

Attitudes towards key issues in Australia and the United States
Australians and Americans were polled on a number of key policy issues including international trade 
and defence alliances, immigration and tax cuts. Published in December, the results showed similar 
issues defined policy debates in both countries, but with greater polarisation evident in the United 
States.

The Debate Papers
The Centre’s popular Debate Papers series continued in 2018. The Papers provide a platform for 
learned voices to argue issues affecting the United States and Australia.

Is the Australian government doing enough to support innovation?
Could the Australian government do more to support local innovation and grow our own American-
style tech giants? We asked leading innovation commentators James Riley and Sandy Plunkett to 
debate the counterpoints in the first Debate Paper for the year, released in March.
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Can Australia be a cyber power?
Published in April, this paper saw two contributors arguing whether Australia has what it takes to be 
a cyber power. Tom Uren, a visiting cybersecurity fellow at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, 
argued the ‘no’ case. Michelle Price, CEO of AustCyber, argued the ‘yes’ case. 

Should India increase military alignment with the United States?
Professor for National Security Studies at the Centre for Policy Research Bharat Karnad and former 
member of the policy planning staff at the US Department of State Sumona Guha argued whether 
India should pursue deeper military ties with the United States as it stakes out a global leadership role, 
in the June edition of the Debate Papers.

Will the global trading system survive President Trump’s tariffs?
In the September instalment of the Debate Papers, Principal at ITS Global Alan Oxley and USSC 
director of trade and investment Dr Stephen Kirchner debated whether the global trading system can 
survive the Trump administration’s increasing use of tariffs as an instrument of international economic 
policy.

Is the US Space Force a good idea?
During a meeting of the National Space Council in June, President Donald Trump announced a new 
branch of the US armed forces — the United States Space Force. So, is it a good idea? We asked ASPI 
senior analyst Malcolm Davis and USSC Alliance 21 Fellow Madelyn Creedon to debate the issue for 
this edition, published in October.

Should the United States be worried about China’s Belt and Road Initiative?
This Debate Paper, published in November, asked whether the United States should be concerned 
about China’s immense global infrastructure investment under the Belt and Road Initiative. The USSC’s 
Dr Elizabeth Ingleson argued the ‘no’ case, while David Brewster from the ANU’s National Security 
College argued the ‘yes’. 

US federalism and the Trump policy agenda
The states of the union: US federalism and the Trump policy agenda
Partisanship has become the dominant driver of social and political conflict in the United States and state-
federal relations are increasingly conducted in the same vituperative style as Capitol Hill partisanship. 
This will have significant implications for the Trump administration’s policy agenda. Honorary Associate 
Dr Sarah Graham released a research brief in August looking at the policy areas of immigration, climate 
change and marijuana-legalisation to provide insight into how US state governments will determine the 
success of much of President Trump’s agenda in the years ahead.
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Academic

Publications

 The Centre’s 2017 visiting scholar Julio Capo, Jr released his book, Welcome to Fairyland: Queer 
Miami Before 1940, which was the focus of research conducted during his USSC tenure. The book 
has received six awards and honours, including the Charles S. Sydnor Award from the Southern 
Historical Association.

 Harvard University Press published former USSC postdoctoral fellow Carrie Hyde’s first book. 
Civic Longing: The Speculative Origins of U.S. Citizenship explores how the forms and ideas of 
citizenship were made and remade in the early United States.

 The Australasian Journal of American Studies released two editions in 2018. The official journal of 
the Australian and New Zealand American Studies Association, it is published with assistance from 
the USSC.

 A chapter authored by USSC lecturer in American studies Dr Rodney Taveira has been published in 
the new collection The Big Somewhere: Essays on James Ellroy’s Noir World. Dr Taveira’s chapter, 
‘The Divine Violence of Underworld USA’, is one of several from world-class scholars that paint a 
picture of canonical American crime writer James Ellroy. 

 For decades the American National Election Study has overestimated voter turnout, though the 
causes of this persistent bias are poorly understood. In an article published by the journal Political 
Analysis, USSC Professor Simon Jackman and co-author Bradley Spahn found that over-reporting, 
nonresponse bias and mobilisation all significantly contribute to the overestimation of voter turnout.

Awards

 Centre CEO Professor Simon Jackman was elected as a fellow to the prestigious Academy of 
the Social Sciences in Australia. Professor Jackman is one of 36 academics from across Australia 
deemed by their peers to have significantly advanced research knowledge and developed new 
approaches to important areas within the social sciences.

 Senior lecturer in American politics Dr David Smith was awarded a Dean’s commendation in 
teaching for his semester one unit America and Australia: The Issues Compared. The award is 
decided by student feedback.

 Two USSC academics were acknowledged with Excellence in Teaching awards by the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences at the University of Sydney. Both Dr Gorana Grgic and Dr David Smith 
were honoured with awards, which are judged by a panel of their peers and take into account 
innovation in design and delivery of units, ability to help students achieve and participate in courses, 
and participation in professional activities and research in relation to teaching.
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Research grant

 Dr Shaun Ratcliff and Professor Simon Jackman received funding from the University of Sydney 
Commercial Development Industry Program in 2018. The grant provides $23,500 to support the 
collaborative development of a team-based survey to be run at the 2019 Australian election, as well 
as the analysis of data collected through the survey and additional work with partner YouGov to 
explore different methods of estimation to help gather data on public opinion for small population 
groups.

Fellowships

 USSC senior lecturer Dr David Smith was awarded a visiting fellowship at the prestigious London 
School of Economics. During his six-month visit, Smith focused on his book manuscript whilst 
working alongside some of the most internationally respected voices on the United States.

 USSC lecturer Dr Gorana Grgic will be a visiting scholar at the Minda de Gunzburg Center for 
European Studies at Harvard University between February and July 2019. Dr Grgic will be working 
on a research project titled ‘The Politics of Deprioritisation: US Foreign Policy in the Western 
Balkans (2000-2016)’ during her time there.

 The Centre’s PhD candidate Luke Mansillo was granted funding to travel to Harvard University as 
part of the University of Sydney’s Strategic Plan commitment to building a focused approach to 
global engagement. Mansillo spent a month at Harvard continuing his research on public opinion 
and political behaviour in Australia and other post-industrialised countries.

Visiting scholars

 Leonie Huddy and Stanley Feldman, both professors of political science at the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook spent time at the Centre in 2018, working on research projects. While in 
Sydney, they joined USSC chief executive Professor Simon Jackman for a public forum where they 
discussed the role of populism, authoritarianism and gender in American politics, and the politics of 
democracies in Europe and Australia.

Events

Violent crime in the United States: Focus, prevention and legitimacy
Professor David Kennedy, the Director of the US National Network for Safe Communities along with 
Rachel Locke, its Director of International Interventions, joined USSC senior lecturer in American 
politics, Dr David Smith, to discuss how an integrated strategy that narrows in on the specific drivers 
of violence can keep communities safe, lower homicides and address drug markets.

Outrage: The psychic life of Trump’s America
Co-hosted with Sydney Ideas and the Sydney Social Sciences and Humanities Advanced Research 
Centre, this public forum featured USSC lecturer Dr Thomas Adams, Duke University’s Robyn 
Wiegman and Sydney University’s Lee Wallace.

Fortnightly academic seminars
The American Cultures Workshop brings together academics from the Centre, the University of Sydney 
and other universities in Sydney for a series of talks by Australian and visiting international academics 
and doctoral students. The workshop is supported by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences. 
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Teaching

Postgraduate

In 2018, 199 students undertook postgraduate study offered by the Centre.

The postgraduate unit, Data Analysis in the Social Sciences, was offered for the first time in 2018. 
Taught by lecturer Dr Shaun Ratcliff, students are trained in the autonomous collection, assessment 
and comparison of data to answer relevant social science questions.

Programs on offer:

 Master of US Studies

 Graduate Diploma of US Studies

 Graduate Certificate of US Studies

Units on offer:

 DATA5207 Data Analysis in the Social Sciences

 GOVT6359 US-China Relations

 USSC6204 Internship Capstone

 USSC6205 Internship Project

 USSC6214 Internship Project 2

 USSC6901 Fundamentals of US Studies

 USSC6902 US Politics: Presidency and Congress

 USSC6903 US Foreign and National Security Policy

 USSC6906 US Constitution

 USSC6907 American Exceptionalism

 USSC6914 Key Issues in American Culture

 USSC6919 American Film and Hollywood

 USSC6922 US Strategy in the Asia-Pacific

Undergraduate

Undergraduate students enrolled in USSC units of study numbered 763 in 2018. 

A new unit of study for undergraduates in 2018 was American and Australia: The Issues Compared. 
The unit proved popular with first-year students and lecturer Dr David Smith was awarded a Dean’s 
Commendation for outstanding teaching.
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Programs on offer:

 Major in American Studies

 Honours in American Studies

Units on offer:

 AMST1001 Global America

 AMST2606 Stand Up USA: American Comedy and Humour

 AMST2701 American Dreams

 AMST3601 American Perspectives

 AMST4013 American Studies Honours C

 AMST4014 American Studies Honours D

 AMST4112 Cultural Capital: Kant to Kardashian

 AMST4113 American Studies Thesis Part 1

 AMST4114 American Studies Thesis Part 2

 AMST4115 American Studies: Theory and Practice

 USSC1201 America and Australia: The Issues Compared

 USSC2601 US in the World

 USSC2602 US Politics: Elections, Presidents, Laws

 USSC2603 Americanism and Anti-Americanism

 USSC2604 Sex, Race and Rock in the USA

 USSC2605/USSC3703 US Studies Internship

 USSC3601 Public Opinion and Voting in the US

Online learning

The University of Sydney awarded a $10,000 grant to the Centre to develop its first OLE — a unit of 
study that will be delivered online. Developed by Dr David Smith, the new unit, Understanding the 
USA, will be offered for the first time in semester two 2019 and will introduce students to the politics, 
culture, economy and society of the world’s most powerful nation. Students who complete the OLE 
will receive two credit points towards their degree.

Internships

The Centre hosted a number of American students for internships during 2018. The students, on 
exchange from colleges including Cornell, the University of California, Berkeley, the University of 
Pennsylvania and Georgetown, researched topics such as US and Australian innovation, energy and 
infrastructure investment policies, and helped to produce analysis for the Centre’s newsletter.
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The Centre also offered internships for local students interested in supporting the work of the Centre’s 
Foreign Policy and Defence, Innovation and Entrepreneurship or Trade and Investment programs. 

And once again, the Centre partnered with the US Consulate in Sydney to offer a unique internship 
experience for students to work alongside Consulate officials over the summer break.

Student events

 Student activities kicked off in late February with the University of Sydney’s Orientation Week. The 
USSC teamed up with the United States Studies Society and the Sydney University United Nations 
Society for a number of speciality events.

 In August, students were invited to join four Fulbright Scholars for a discussion on the future of the 
US-Australia alliance, with a Q&A session with the panellists.

 As semester two was about to commence, USSC staff attended Re-Orientation Day, joining in on 
the festivities on Eastern Avenue to chat about enrolling in units and the USSC experience.

 In August, US Chargé d’Affaires James Carouso surprised USSC students studying the US in the 
World unit, delivering a guest lecture on the State Department’s Indo-Pacific economic strategy 
and the US-Australia relationship. He took a long list of questions from the engaged audience and 
discussed some of the unit’s broader themes with lecturer Dr Gorana Grgic.

 USSC staff attended the University of Sydney’s Open Day to let students know about the exciting 
range of new programs at the Centre for 2019. Highlights included presentations on the Centre’s 
new suite of subjects and study abroad programs. 

 In October, students were invited to join experts from the Centre and Young Australians in 
International Affairs for an on-campus briefing unpacking the implications of November’s US 
midterm elections.

 The annual Sydney Model United Nations conference was co-hosted by the USSC and the 
University of Sydney. From 30 November to 4 December students heard from world-class speakers 
on careers in international relations, developed negotiation and diplomacy skills through debates 
and made new friends from around the country. The former President of East Timor, His Excellency 
Jose Ramos-Horta gave the keynote address.

 In November, students, staff and friends of the USSC joined together to celebrate Thanksgiving in 
traditional style with an enormous feast. Turkey, mashed potato, apple and pumpkin pie were all in 
abundance along with a healthy serving of frivolity and thanks for a wonderful year.

Global experiential learning

UCLA Study Abroad Program

The UCLA Study Abroad Program is run by the USSC in partnership with the Perth USAsia Centre. The 
program offers undergraduate students at the University of Sydney, University of New South Wales 
and University of Western Australia an exclusive opportunity to live and study at UCLA in the winter 
break. In 2018 50 students — 28 from the University of Sydney, six from the University of New South 
Wales and 16 from the University of Western Australia participated in the program.
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Los Angeles Placement Program

Combining study in American business and leadership skills with a professional placement in a 
leading organisation, the Los Angeles Placement Program gives undergraduates a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to study, work and live in one of the most dynamic cities in the world. Twenty-nine 
University of Sydney Business School students participated in the nine-week program at the beginning 
of 2018. 

Washington DC Placement Program

Twenty-five students — 22 from the University of Sydney and three from the University of Western 
Australia — travelled to Washington DC in January to work, study and live during their summer break. 
Students complete three compulsory units of study and receive up to 12 credit points towards their 
degree by completing the nine-week placement program.

Events
 The Centre hosted 59 events in 2018 at venues in Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, Washington DC 

and Los Angeles.

 More than 3,000 people attended USSC events

 USSC events featured 78 speakers

Event highlights

Penny Wong — America in Asia: An Australian Perspective
Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs and Leader of the Opposition in the Senate, Senator the Honourable 
Penny Wong, joined the Centre in July for an address looking at the role of the United States in Asia. 
Senator Wong provided an Australian perspective on the present and future direction of American 
influence in our region.

The US and global economy under Trump: David Livingstone in conversation with Simon 
Jackman
Citi Australia country chief David Livingstone joined the CEO of the Centre Professor Simon Jackman 
for a public discussion on how Australian business and households might be impacted by economic 
developments in the United States. They also discussed possible implications for policy in Australia, 
around interest rates, tax, energy policy and banking and regulation.

Indo-Pacific Dialogue Roundtable in Los Angeles
The Centre took part in G’Day USA events in Los Angeles in January, co-hosting an Indo-Pacific 
Dialogue Roundtable alongside the RAND Corporation and the Perth USAsia Centre, and featuring 
CEO Simon Jackman and Minister for Foreign Affairs Julie Bishop. Director of the Centre’s Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Program, Claire McFarland, gave introductory remarks at a session on innovation, 
while the program’s visiting fellow Spencer Maughan took part in a lunchtime discussion on venture 
capital with Australian Ambassador to the United States Joe Hockey.
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Prime Minister’s delegation to the United States
The USSC was among the delegation that accompanied Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to 
Washington, DC in February, where he met with President Donald Trump. During the visit, USSC CEO 
Professor Simon Jackman hosted an infrastructure and innovation luncheon in Washington, DC with 
top Australian and US political and business figures. The Premier of New South Wales, the Honourable 
Gladys Berejiklian, MP, and Chief Commissioner of the Greater Sydney Commission, Lucy Turnbull, 
AO, both addressed the audience as special guests of the Centre.

Film screening — Dr Strangelove or: How I learned to stop worrying and love presidential 
tweets
USSC hosted a special screening of Stanley Kubrick’s acclaimed 1964 political satire, Dr Strangelove, 
at the Palace Cinema in Central Park. Visiting Fellow Stephen Loosley AM (whose expertise combines 
presidential politics and Hollywood history) hosted an audience discussion following the film, addressing 
its Cold War subject-matter and its relevance in a renewed era of nuclear unease.

The future of work in Australia and the United States
During his visit to Australia, Chief Economist of the world’s largest job site Indeed, Jed Kolko, joined 
experts from both the United States Studies Centre and the University of Sydney Business School 
to discuss the future of work in Australia and the United States, looking specifically at issues such as 
automation, innovation, changes to labour force participation and the political impact of the changing 
nature of work.

Walter V Robinson: Spotlight on the resurgence of American investigative reporting
Boston Globe Editor at Large Walter V Robinson joined the Centre’s CEO Simon Jackman to discuss 
the state of American investigative journalism, the economics of traditional and contemporary media 
platforms, the institution of the US presidency and the echoes of Watergate, at this public forum at the 
Seymour Centre.

Public health law and health leadership in the United States: what can Australia learn?
This seminar at the University of Sydney and chaired by USSC CEO Simon Jackman featured 
presentations by Georgetown University Law School’s Professor Lawrence Gostin and Adjunct 
Professor Alexandra Phelan, as well as University of Sydney Law School’s Professor Roger Magnusson.

Advanced film screening of BlacKkKlansman
The Centre presented an exclusive advanced screening of BlacKkKlansman, an award-winning film 
based on the true story of Ron Stallworth  — the first African-American detective on the Colorado 
Springs Police Department. The screening was followed by an audience discussion with USSC lecturer 
Dr Rodney Taveira.

John Boehner visit
Former Speaker of the US House of Representatives, John Boehner visited the USSC and Squire 
Patton Boggs along with former chief advisor and strategist to the House of Ways and Means 
Committee, David B. Stewart. Boehner gave insights into Washington and the shifting political and 
economic landscape in the United States. 

Truth decay: Exploring the diminishing role of facts and analysis
There is increasing disagreement about facts and analytical interpretations of facts in both Australia 
and the United States. RAND’s President and CEO Michael Rich — whose report on truth decay was 
on former US President Barack Obama’s summer reading list — joined Centre CEO Professor Simon 
Jackman, the ABC’s John Barron and one of the leaders of the University of Sydney’s Post Truth 
Initiative, Nick Enfield for a panel looking at truth decay.





UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE
2018 ANNUAL REVIEW

24

The unravelling of the Iran Deal: Where to now?
The Centre teamed up with Young Australians in International Affairs to host a panel discussion on the 
ramifications of leaving the Iran nuclear deal. Experts included ANU’s Dr Jennifer Hunt, the University 
of Sydney’s Dr Omid Tofighian and USSC’s Dr Sarah Graham and Brendan Thomas-Noone.

All the President’s Men film screening
The Centre hosted a special screening of Alan J. Pakula’s acclaimed 1976 political thriller All the 
President’s Men. Visiting Fellow Stephen Loosley AM hosted an audience discussion following the 
film, addressing the enduring relevance of the questions about presidential overreach that the film 
raises.

US midterm elections Canberra briefing
In a special Parliament House briefing, USSC experts Professor Simon Jackman and Dr Charles 
Edel, along with ANU’s Dr Jennifer Hunt, discussed what the US Congress might look like after the 
November midterm elections. They also considered what the implications for Australia and the world 
might be should President Trump be hindered by a Democrat-controlled House of Representatives.

Planet America LIVE: Midterms special
The Centre teamed up with the ABC’s Planet America for a live television recording of the show at 
Giant Dwarf Theatre featuring a panel of USSC experts and special guests. The midterm elections 
special, hosted by John Barron and Chas Licciardello, looked at the big winners and losers in the battle 
for Congress, and considered the implications for President Trump’s legislative agenda and what it all 
means for the 2020 presidential election campaign.

Susan Glasser and Peter Baker visit the USSC
Renowned Washington columnist and staff writer at the New Yorker Magazine Susan Glasser and The 
New York Times’ Chief White House Correspondent Peter Baker joined the USSC in November for a 
fascinating roundtable discussion about the political landscape in Washington. The Centre’s experts 
and associates held a rigorous and insightful Q&A over the course of the morning.

Communications

Highlights

 Our experts dominated media coverage of the United States in 2018, with appearances on ABC’s 
7.30 Report, CNN, the BBC, NPR and Al Jazeera, as well as in The New York Times, The Washington 
Post, The Financial Times, The Australian and The Sydney Morning Herald, among many others.

 In the lead-up to November’s US midterm elections, the USSC produced a series of explainers and 
interactives on its website. USSC visiting fellow Bruce Wolpe published a weekly Midterm Matters 
blog, utilising his insider expertise as a former senior advisor in the US Congress to provide analysis 
of the highly-anticipated showdown that resulted in the Democrats gaining control of the House.

 The Centre dominated Australian media coverage of the US midterm elections, with interviews 
and op-eds across ABC, The Australian Financial Review, CNBC, The Conversation, News.com.au, 
Nikkei Asian Review, SBS, Sky News and The Sydney Morning Herald.

 Centre CEO Simon Jackman appeared on the ABC’s Q&A program in June alongside WA Senator 
Linda Reynolds, Labor MP Tim Watts, University of Sydney Vice-Chancellor Michael Spence and 
Atlassian’s Aubrey Blanche on the panel. 
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 The launch of the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program’s AgTech investment report garnered 
plenty of attention from media and industry stakeholders. Coverage of the report in The Australian 
Financial Review, InnovationAus and on YourMoney (formerly Sky Business) was accompanied by 
promotion on Linkedin and Twitter from senior executives at AusTrade and the National Farmers’ 
Association.

 The Centre released the inaugural episode of its new podcast in November. The 2020Vision podcast 
features experts, friends of the Centre and political insiders discussing the political landscape in 
the United States in the lead-up to the 2020 presidential election. In the first episode, host Drew 
Sheldrick discussed the implications of the midterms results with Centre experts Dr Charles Edel 
and Dr Gorana Grgic.

 Senior fellow Dr Charles Edel and non-resident fellow Dougal Robinson wrote an extended feature 
for The American Interest in August. They discussed how Australia’s recent political chaos masks 
the real story of national security policy convergence between the two major parties — and what 
this means to the US-Australia alliance. 

 Senior lecturer David Smith could be heard on ABC Sydney’s Drive program each week. The hugely 
popular Trump Tuesday segment covers the latest in US politics. 

 In July, the Centre’s Trade and Investment Program director, Stephen Kirchner, dominated national 
news coverage of Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s Indo-Pacific infrastructure announcement. 
Dr Kirchner featured in interviews with The Sydney Morning Herald, SBS News and Bloomberg 
among others. This increased media interest came just days after the launch of Kirchner’s research 
report on foreign direct investment and national security, which was picked up by The Australian, 
The Canberra Times and The Australian Financial Review.

 Simon Jackman and Ashley Townshend provided timely commentary and analysis on the 
withdrawal of Admiral Harry Harris from the US ambassadorship to Australia. Both were quoted in 
multiple media outlets, and co-wrote an op-ed for The Australian Financial Review.

 The Centre launched its online ‘Explainer’ series, which is coordinated by the communications team 
and draws on expertise within the Centre to provide short-length analysis. Topics covered include 
histories of US ambassadors to Australia and AUSMIN, immigration, trade, gerrymandering, gun 
control and campaign funding.

 Experts from the USSC’s Foreign Policy and Defence Program filled a regular Tuesday morning slot 
on Sky News’ AM Agenda program, talking about the latest developments in US foreign policy.

 The success of the Centre’s weekly US politics digest, The 45th, continued into 2018. The 45th 
contains a round-up of the week’s biggest news, specialised analysis from our experts, a look at 
the developments affecting the US-Australia alliance, a diary of upcoming events, and the week’s 
best tweets and video.

 Other news and events that attracted significant media interest in 2018 included the ongoing 
trade war between the United States and China, uncertainty over who President Trump would 
nominate to be the US Ambassador to Australia, US diplomatic engagement with North Korea and 
the meeting of their leaders, high-level personnel changes in the Trump administration, and the FBI 
investigation into Russian interference during the 2016 election campaign.
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