
City Exchange 2014 
	
Thirty delegates from six New South Wales cities have arrived in San Francisco for 
the second phase of the 2014 Future Cities Program. Delegates were welcomed by 
the City of San Francisco’s Director of Citywide Planning Gil Kelley, the Australian 
Consul General for San Francisco Nigel Warren and NSW Trade Commissioner for 
North America Laki Kondylas at a reception on Friday night. 

Kelley said the City of San Francisco had five areas of focus in its urban plan: 
improving regional cooperation, protecting waterfront areas at threat from rising sea 
levels and natural disasters, creating a city that incorporates the greater San 
Francisco area, revitalising Market Street as a main street, and reinventing how the 
city engages with its people. 

Run by the US Studies Centre’s Future Cities Collaborative, with the support of the 
NSW Trade and Investment, the Future Cities Program allows elected officials, 
industry or community leaders and senior staff to explore exemplary urban design 
and planning solutions in the United States. 

Chair of the Collaborative Professor Edward Blakely said “San Francisco was an 
excellent first stop. It is so much like Sydney with a growing population and increasing 
all forms of transport including new subway, bike and bus routes. Gil Kelley showed 
us in walks and talks how the city is boldly and energetically remaking itself for the 
22nd century. As sister cities it will be interesting to see which of these great cities 
does the best job on this important journey." 

The US component of the program follows the Mayors’ Forum which saw 
representatives from the City of Canada Bay, Gosford City Council, Hornsby Shire 
Council, Marrickville Council, Pittwater Council and Wollongong City Council gather 
at the United States Studies Centre for a three-day workshop in June. 

Both the tour and the forum will help each council develop ideas to revitalise local 
precincts with a focus on sustainable solutions. 

DAY 1: AFFORDABLE HOUSING SOLUTIONS IN SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 

With affordable housing a growing problem in New South Wales, mayors and senior 
staff from the six cities participating in the 2014 Future Cities Program were keen to 
see how cities in the San Francisco Bay area are tackling the problem. 

The day started with a visit to the Pacific Cannery apartments, a redevelopment in an 
area between the new freeway and the bay in West Oakland. Shaun King, a young 
energetic Australian home builder who represented Holliday Development, described 
how developments such as the Pacific Cannery are revitalising the previously 
undesirable area which has many benefits including close proximity to the freeway 
and the Bay Area Rapid Transit (the regional transport rail link to San Francisco). 



 
Lisa Blakely from East Bay Housing Corporation explained how low-income earners 
are able to live in these new developments as a result of a number of measures in 
place such as access to low interest loans and supported housing. Investment in 
affordable housing projects is made possible through a combination of the state multi 
housing program, tax credits which encourage investment from big business, local 
investments and operating subsidies. 

Creating a High Tech City 

The first day of the site visits also included a tour of the City of Emeryville led by the 
former city manager John Flores. He described how the city has been revitalised by 
removing a toxic pesticide plant enabling the redevelopment of the waterfront. Major 
housing projects, public transport initiatives and the development of a main-street 
shopping precinct have attracted new residents lifting the population from 4,000 to 
10,000 in a short period of time. Large businesses such as Pixar, IKEA and major 
hotel chains have moved into the area bringing an estimated 20,000 workers to the 
city each day. 

 
After lunch delegates visited two properties in San Francisco developed by BRIDGE 
Housing, the largest affordable housing organisation in the US. At the North Beach 
Apartments near Fisherman’s Wharf, Senior Project Manager Robert Stevenson said 
the development added a mix of incomes to the neighbourhood. Of the 195 
apartments, 113 were available for public housing with the majority paying 30 per cent 
of their salary as rent. The Rene Cazenave Apartments in downtown San Francisco 
provided permanent housing and services for the homeless. 

Lessons for New South Wales on how to provide affordable housing: 



1. Affordable housing has to be a public-private partnership with government 
providing incentives in the form of land or development rights; 

2. All government agencies have to be involved in a coordinated strategy to 
ensure the delivery of affordable units. This includes Fire and Construction 
permitting as well as Transport and social services so that rules are not waived 
but new approaches are found to deliver the products that ensure quality and 
reduce costs; 

3. Affordable units must be across income groups so that low and moderate 
income are salt and peppered through the development so neighbours create 
a socially vital and viable community reducing social isolation and segregation; 

4. Affordable housing is an industry that has to be as large and sophisticated as 
all of housing; 

5. Government at every level has to make real contributions to achieve 
affordability through a combination of regulation such as the California and 
New York requirements that all development housing have at least 20 per cent 
affordable units to gain state building approvals with local governments 
providing underused parcels for these developments. The federal government 
needs to provide tax relief so the affordable units are not a profit burden for 
the developers. 

6. Affordable housing is quality housing for all segments of the community and 
should never be created for only the lowest income groups. It must meet the 
needs of teachers, police, fire and a broad spectrum of people in the 
community to help create lively quality places where people can live and work. 

The day ended with a walking tour of the Embarcadero waterfront area between the 
San Francisco Ferry Building and the Giants baseball stadium led by the City of San 
Francisco’s Director of Citywide Planning Gil Kelley. 

 

DAY 2: PATCHOGUE AND LONG BEACH, NY 

Delegates of the Future Cities Program visited a number of outstanding examples of 
transformed city precincts in the state of New York on Monday. 

Patchogue is a small community on Long Island and has positioned itself as a 
commuter hub for New York City, which is 100km away. Mayor of the Village of 
Patchogue Paul Pontieri spoke in detail about the resurgence of the town as a result 



of artists and creative businesses moving into the town, the development of 
affordable live/work housing, the street beautification initiative and efforts to revive 
the night time economy. 

A key component of the Future Cities Program is developing bilateral relationships 
with American cities so that city leaders can exchange ideas and knowledge. In order 
to foster these relationships each participating city is assigned an American host city 
that has faced or is facing similar issues. This year Pittwater Council is teamed with 
the Village of Patchogue. 

Members of the Pittwater Council delegation made a number of key observations in 
Patchogue: 

1. The town has struggled to attract a younger demographic and enliven its night 
time economy but have created a strong entertainment district and identity using 
creative arts including cinema, theatre and art galleries. 

2. The local chamber of commerce and business improvement district (BID) are 
highly active and engaged in council activities, contributing to the improvement 
and revitalisation of the town.  

3. The council and BID developed an excellent business improvement district model, 
which enacted a seed grant opportunity for local businesses to improve their 
facades and the look and feel of the street frontages.  

4. Major shopping centre retailers have drained Patchogue’s main street vibe and 
bespoke retailers have struggled to stay in business.  

5. Like Pittwater, Patchogue has a strong arts community.  
6. The town has worked hard to create a point of difference and a strong local 

identity. 
7. Volunteerism and community buy-in is strong in the area.  
8. They have created a program of events to bring people and connection into town, 

with a model similar to “Enliven Pittwater”.  
9. The town has a strong commitment to housing for the workforce. 
10. They recognise the value of having younger people and young families living 

within community.  

The Mayor of Pittwater Jacqueline Townsend said, “We witnessed how the city 
leaders of Patchogue adapt and respond to the changing needs of its community. 
They take personal responsibility for making positive change individually and 
collectively, something we value greatly in Pittwater.” 

In the afternoon delegates travelled to the City of Long Beach, which was paired with 
Gosford City Council. The City of Long Beach’s City Manager Jack Schnirman spoke 
about how they were grappling with rebuilding their city after Hurricane Sandy 
devastated it. 



 
The City of Long Beach’s Storm Reduction Project focuses on building infrastructure 
and homes that are more resilient to extreme weather events. Some of these 
measures include raising houses on stilts, creating a sand dune structure for 
protection from the ocean and following the building codes set by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

Of particular interest to the delegation from Gosford was the recently completed 
boardwalk, which replaced the one destroyed in the hurricane two years ago. The 
new boardwalk is dual purpose in that it is flood mitigating and recreational, and is 
also built from long lasting materials. 

The Mayor of Gosford Lawrie McKinna said, “Our city is looking to activate our 
waterfront and the Long Beach boardwalk is a good example of how we could also 
build an attractive structure for recreation that could also mitigate against rises in sea 
level.” 

 
In the evening the delegation visited The Highline in New York City. The Highline is an 
elevated train track repurposed as a gardened walkway, which has become a meeting 
point for local residents and an attraction for tourists. 



 

DAY 3: BRIDGEPORT, CT 

On Tuesday delegates on the Future Cities Program travelled to Connecticut to visit 
the City of Bridgeport in Connecticut. The Mayor of Bridgeport Bill Finch and the 
Director of the Office of Planning and Economic Development David Kooris welcomed 
delegates to the city. 

Bridgeport is the most populous city in Connecticut but industrial restructuring and 
suburbanisation in recent times has caused the loss of jobs and affluent residents. 
Finch and Kooris provided insight into how they are revitalising their struggling city 
through economic restructuring, urban renewal and outstanding leadership. 

Each participating city in the Future Cities Program is paired with an American host 
city to share ideas and learn from each city’s experiences. In this instance the City of 
Bridgeport has been paired with the City of Wollongong. 

Some observations and obvious comparisons were drawn between the City of 
Bridgeport and the City of Wollongong: 

1. The downturn of manufacturing in a city founded on steel, arms and other heavy 
industry. 

2. Complex underlying social issues from the economic downturn. 
3. The fall of the banking sector in the lead up to the global financial crisis had 

significant impacts on key employers within the Bridgeport downtown areas. 
4. The City of Bridgeport is now in a period of substantial urban renewal with former 

offices and industry buildings being refitted and adapted for residential mixed use. 
5. The cleaning and remediation of waterfront industrial brownfields properties is 

underway and will continue to be a significant driver shaping the future of 
Bridgeport.  



 
The Lord Mayor of Wollongong Gordon Bradbery commended Bridgeport’s clear 
focus on green technology and substantial energy options as a strategic point of 
difference for the community. 

Bradbery was impressed to see evidence throughout Bridgeport's downtown area of 
the clear commitment and vision by the city to tackle existing challenges and urban 
decay to meet the needs of a growing inner city population. 

Bradbery said, “These urban renewal projects are complex and require partnerships 
and coordination with numerous state and private entities. The city should be 
congratulated for its drive and achievements in its urban renewal efforts to date.” 

 

 

 

 



DAY 4: LONG BRANCH, NJ 

 
 

Long Branch was the first port of call for delegates of the Future Cities Program on 
Wednesday.  It is located approximately 95km south of Manhattan on the Atlantic 
Coast of New Jersey. 

Howard Woolley, Business Administrator at the City of Long Branch, explained that 
the town was once a major destination for beachgoers but its fame as the nation’s 
first seaside resort waned in the years following World War II. 

With the assistance of the Thompson Design Group and the Regional Plan 
Association a 20-year economic and social master plan was devised for the city. 
Principal of the Thompson Design Group Pratap Talwar spoke to the delegation about 
recent initiatives to increase development and economic opportunities in Long Branch 
including the Broadway Center, an entertainment and commercial hub. This complex 
is planned to offer retail shops, cafes, bars, restaurants and two performing arts 
theatres as well as 500 new residences sitting atop a 1,500-space car park. 

Hornbsy Shire Council was paired with the City of Long Branch. The delegation from 
Hornsby were particularly impressed with the strategic goals for Long Branch which 
were developed following extensive community participation with a focus on 
rejuvenating the city. It was interested to hear how in 2013 Long Branch approved 
designation of the area around its train station as a transit village, which they hope 
will encourage further revitalisation and denser development. The Hornsby delegation 
was equally impressed by the commitment to the provision of affordable housing 
specifically targeted to meet the demands of the city residents and key workers. 

The Mayor of the City of Long Branch Adam Schneider as well as other councillors 
and members of the local chamber of commerce joined the delegation for lunch on 
the waterfront. He explained that the city had taken significant strides to revitalise the 
oceanfront area with residential developments, restaurants and other retail spaces. 
He said that with plans in place to build a new pier and offer a ferry service to New 
York City that they hoped to develop Long Branch as a residential destination for New 
York commuters as well as attracting day trippers. 

 

 



DAY 4: JERSEY CITY, NJ 

On Wednesday afternoon the Future Cities Program delegates visited the City of 
Jersey City where they were met by Mayor Steven Fulop and the Director of City 
Planning Robert Cotter. 

Jersey City is another story of urban revitalisation involving the replacement of derelict 
rail yards and obsolete industrial lands with new residential communities serviced by 
heavy and light rail. The light rail has been developed in conjunction with new office 
development. The city is planning an extension of the subway from Times Square in 
New York City to connect to a new sports stadium in Jersey City. 

 
Jersey City continues to have a significant function as an important transportation 
terminal, distribution and manufacturing centre for the Port of New York and New 
Jersey. Historically the port area was significantly larger with extensive rail 
connections taking product directly from ships to their destinations. The port 
continues to thrive because it adopted containerisation technology from its 
introduction whilst the non-containerised shipping ports on the west side of 
Manhattan and in the older port areas of Jersey City struggled. The Manhattan port 
areas adapted over time to the situation however the rail company servicing the old 
Jersey City ports went into bankruptcy. The lands occupied by the obsolete rail 
infrastructure and docklands were resumed by the government and over time came 
under the control of the City of Jersey City. 

The downtown area of Jersey City was dormant and neglected for many years and 
became a dangerous area. The reputation of the area effectually discouraged any 
commercial interest, and the contamination from many years of dock and rail activity 
meant that substantial investment was required before new development could be 
contemplated. 

These days the Jersey City downtown area contains a major CBD and is known as 
the "Gold Coast" or "Wall Street West". It is now one of the largest banking centres 
in the US and includes large financial institutions such as UBS, Goldman Sachs, 
Chase Bank, Citibank, and Merrill Lynch. 

There is now 1.8 million square metres of office space in Jersey City. The big 
companies maintain a presence in Manhattan, but can undertake their back office 
functions in Jersey City where there is greater availability of much cheaper floor 
space. 



There has been a substantial effort made to repopulate Jersey City and this has been 
achieved with policies focused on density, height and inclusionary zoning to make 
affordable housing an element of every housing project. A significant point of 
difference for Jersey City from the other cities visited on the Future Cities Program 
has been the omission of parking from new housing developments on the basis that 
both heavy and light rail is available to residents. City engineers were opposed to this 
policy, but the policy has prevailed, resulting in a noticeable lack of big surface level 
car parks, which have been the hallmark of renewal projects to date. 

The new housing developments have minimal setbacks from the street and to create 
some architectural elements of difference in the building facades, developers are 
required to use a different architect for each 100 feet of street frontage. While these 
controls sound confronting, the results are compact, attractive, safe and walkable 
neighbourhoods. Building designs are attractive, and there are plenty of units which 
have their entry directly at street level creating a design which feels old fashioned and 
neighbourly. The critical mass created by the residential density leads to the provision 
of amenities and facilities which are accessible by walking. 

The City of Canada Bay was paired with the City of New Jersey. The delegation from 
Canada Bay noted the following learnings from Jersey City: 

1. Good strategic land use and economic planning is essential for effective urban 
renewal  

2. Density supported by transit systems generates economic revival through 
synergies  

3. Major funding for projects is required where there is a substantial risk factor  
4. Persistance is essential.  

The Mayor of Canada Bay Angelo Tsirekas said, “Jersey City is a shining example of 
how local government can lead the way to achieve success.” 

 

 

 



DAY 5: BROOKLYN GREENWAY AND BROOKYLYN NAVY YARDS 

 

 
Delegates of the 2014 Future Cities Program visited a number of key sites in Brooklyn 
on Thursday afternoon. 

The Brooklyn Greenway Initiative (BGI) is a non-profit organisation committed to the 
establishment, development and long-term stewardship of the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Greenway. Beginning in 2004, BGI and planning partner the Regional Plan 
Association (RPA) hosted initial public workshops along the Brooklyn waterfront to 
develop a conceptual plan. BGI and RPA then worked directly with the NYC 
Department of Transport to host additional workshops and develop the 
implementation plan for the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway, which was released to 
the public in June 2012. 

 
Milton Puryear manages project development for BGI, working with public agencies 
and private interests to implement the Greenway. He told the delegation that today 
the Greenway consists of 23 NYC Department of Transport capital projects, spanning 
22 kilometres from Greenpoint to Bay Ridge. He showed the group some of the eight 
kilometres of Greenway that is available for public use, including the four segments 
in the design and engineering phase. 



The Brooklyn Navy Yard Development Corporation (BNYDC) is the not-for-profit 
corporation that manages the Brooklyn Navy Yard on behalf of its owner, the City of 
New York. BNYDC’s mission is to promote local economic development and job 
creation, develop underutilised areas and oversee modernisation of the yard’s 
infrastructure and assets while maintaining its historical integrity. 

The 300-acre industrial park on the Brooklyn waterfront was  once the site of one of 
America’s most storied naval shipbuilding facilities and has now been repurposed to 
home over 330 industrial tenants employing more than 6,400 people, rising from 3,600 
in 2001. 

 
Sustainable development initiatives at  the yard include the nation’s first multi-storey 
“green” industrial building, first solar and wind powered street lamps, NYC’s first 
building-mounted wind turbines, and adaptively reused historic structures. 
The Brooklyn Navy Yard Center at BLDG 92 is an exhibition, visitor and employment 
centre that is operated as a program of the BNYDC. After the federal government 
decommissioned the yard in 1966, the stately building sank into advanced disrepair. 
BNYDC seized the opportunity to preserve the historic structure for an exemplary 
demonstration of creative adaptive reuse. The entire site has received LEED 
Certification Platinum Status from the US Green Buildings Council, the highest 
designation for sustainable buildings. 

Members of the delegation from Marrickville Council were particularly interested to 
see how Brooklyn has repurposed its industrial areas noting that the Navy Yard is 
very similar to Sydney’s White Bay and Cockatoo Island. The area has been 
transformed into a thriving economic hub due to the elimination of residential usage 
in the area avoiding conflict between land uses. 

The day ended with a tour of Williamsburg and Bushwick led by Colin Cathcart, 
Associate Professor of Urban Studies at Fordham University, who gave an overview 
of the debate surrounding gentrification and “coolness as an economic revitaliser”. 



 

DAY 6: NEW YORK CITY FOUNDATIONS 

 
 

The Future Cities Program delegation met with representatives from a number of 
foundations and advocacy organisations in New York City on Friday morning: 

1. Dana Bourland, Vice President of the Environment Program, The JPB Foundation 
2. Tom Wright, Executive Director of the Regional Plan Association 
3. Sharon Alpert, Vice President of Programs and Strategic Initiatives, Surdna 

Foundation 
4. Darryl Young, Director for Sustainable Cities, Summit Foundation 
5. Ronda Jackson, Assistant Director of Public Sector Innovation, Living Cities 
6. Alison Corwin, Program Officer for Sustainable Environments, Surdna 

Foundation  

Organised by the JPB Foundation and hosted by the Surdna Foundation, the 
roundtable discussion explained how foundations work in the US to fund the activities 
of various groups including non government organisations and at times, government 
or local government agencies. For the visiting delegation, the concept of how 
foundations operate in fulfilling their mission was both novel and illuminating. The JPB 
Foundation itself is endowed with funding bequeathed by Jeffrey M. Picower and 
Barbara Picower is the President and Chair. 



"The learning experience for the group was how foundations can influence policy and 
work to achieve better outcomes and avoid conflict of interest issues," said City of 
Canada Bay Mayor Angelo Tsirekas. 

"Local government in the US often has similar problems to NSW councils of resource 
shortages in areas of research and policy development as an example. Foundations 
can provide resourcing, where it complies with their adopted mission, and where the 
outcomes can be seen to make a positive difference". 

The benefit of foundation support was evidenced to the group with the example of 
the Long Branch redevelopment plan, which was conceived by the Regional Planning 
Association (RPA). The JPB Foundation provided funding to the RPA at a time when 
economic activity at Long Branch was moribund, and the local council did not have 
the means to develop a plan for recovery. As a result of the RPA's work, the 
population at Long Branch has grown from 22,000 to 41,000, new investment is 
valued at US $1 billion, and the plan is one third implemented. 

The lesson for program delegates was to investigate opportunities for foundations to 
assist the development of policies and research in New South Wales. 

 

DAY 6: BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS 

 
On Friday afternoon the Future Cities Program delegation had the opportunity to visit 
three Business Improvements Districts (BIDs) and a non-profit organisation dedicated 
to the future of public space in New York City: 



1. Times Square Alliance; 
2. Garment District Alliance; 
3. Alliance for Downtown New York; and  
4. Design Trust for Public Space.  

A BID is a defined area within which businesses pay an additional tax (or levy) in order 
to fund projects within their boundaries. The BID is often funded primarily through the 
levy but can also draw on other public and private funding streams. 

Typically BIDs improve the amenity of the district by providing sanitation, security, 
marketing, placemaking, streetscapes and programmed activities to improve the 
desirability and economic performance of the area. For more than 30 years, BIDs have 
been valuable and proven partners in ongoing initiatives of neighbourhood 
revitalisation and economic development across the five boroughs. 

The Times Square Alliance is one such BID, and during the 22 years it has been 
operational, it has overseen the evolution of Times Square from a dirty, unsafe district 
to a highly visited and thriving public domain. As part of its transformation one key 
focus has been to prioritise space for pedestrians instead of cars. In ten years, 
through careful planning and strong leadership, Time Square was returned to the 
people with pedestrian space increasing from 37 to 73 per cent. 

In addition to providing core neighbourhood services with its public safety officers 
and sanitation associates the Alliance promotes local businesses, encourages 
economic development and public improvements, co-coordinates numerous major 
events in Times Square, and advocates on behalf of its constituents with respect to a 
host of public policy, planning and quality of life issues. 

Led by Tom Harris, the Senior Vice President of Security and Operations, the program 
delegates were exposed to the programs and initiatives that the Alliance promotes, 
as well as the steps taken to ensure stakeholder and community support. The major 
lesson for the delegates was that clean streets and ‘quick wins’ lead to improved 
places, which attract economic activity. All delegates were inspired to think of BIDs 
as mechanisms for achieving economic growth through improved place management 
funded by the business community. 

 
The delegates then separated into two groups, with one visiting the Alliance for 
Downtown New York. The second group visited the Design Trust for Public Space 
after a tour of the Garment District led by Senior Fellow for Urban Design at the 
Regional Plan Association Rob Lane. 



The Design Trust for Public Space is a nationally-recognised incubator that 
transforms and evolves the city's urban landscape, working with city agencies and 
community collaborators to do so. Their project “Making Midtown” was the focus of 
the afternoon discussion led by Executive Director of the Design Trust Susan Chin. 

“Making Midtown” is about maintaining and enhancing an urban manufacturing 
economy in midtown New York, and working with local government, private investors, 
and independent designers and planners to achieve an implementable and workable 
plan. This model of creative and collaborative solution finding is something that all 
Future Cities Program delegates could replicate in their own communities. 

Chief of Staff at the Alliance for Downtown New York Daniel Ackerman explained how 
they are striving to make lower Manhattan a great place to live, work and play by 
creating a vibrant, multi-use neighbourhood where businesses can prosper and the 
residential community can flourish. 

 

DAY 6: PANEL DISCUSSION AT ARUP, NY 

 
On Friday night Arup, an independent firm of designers, planners, engineers, 
consultants and technical specialists, generously hosted a panel discussion and 
drinks reception to mark the formal conclusion of the second phase of the Future 
Cities Program. 

More than 80 guests including many from the US cities visited throughout the week 
gathered to listen to insights from: 



1. Tom McKnight, Executive Vice President, NYC Economic Development 
Corporation 

2. Angela Licata, Deputy Commissioner of Sustainability, NYC Department of 
Environmental Protection 

3. Ryan Russo, Assistant Commissioner, NYC Department of Transportation 
4. Professor Ed Blakely, Chair of the Future Cities Collaborative  

Facilitated by Francesca Birks, Senior Consultant and Facilitator at Arup, the panelists 
provided insights into key projects within NYC which deliver high quality 
environmental, social and/or economic outcomes. The discussion focused on 
projects that could be adapted to smaller cities and towns and the various funding 
models adopted to support these initiatives. A key theme was the need for strong 
leadership and the role of pilot projects to help kick-start initiatives. 

Invited guests included Investment Director at the Australian Trade Commission 
Prashanti Kanagasabai, Executive Director of the Regional Plan Association Tom 
Wright, and senior representatives from the NYC Economic Development 
Corporation. 

 

 

DAY 7: FUTURE CITIES PROGRAM PRESENTATIONS 

 



 

The second phase of the 2014 Future Cities Program concluded on Saturday at The 
Arsenal in New York City’s iconic Central Park. 

The Arsenal is the headquarter’s of the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation and 
the delegation was honoured to be joined by Commissioner Mitchell Silver. He 
oversees the management, planning and operations of nearly 30,000 acres of parks, 
playgrounds, beaches, marinas, recreational areas, wilderness areas and other 
assets. 

Silver is an award-winning planner with almost 30 years of experience and is 
internationally recognised for his leadership in the planning profession and his 
contributions to contemporary planning issues. He is also the immediate past 
president of the American Planning Association. 

Silver spoke of his vision to transform NYC parks, “Parks are vital infrastructure for 
creating liveable cities. They are vital to the mental health and well being of its 
citizens". 

Each city on the Future Cities Program gave a presentation on their key observations 
and takeaways from the tour. Commissioner Silver provided commentary on each of 
the city’s reports. In his summary, Silver said, “The key to success is outstanding 
political leadership; citizens want a vision for the city that they can believe in and hope 
for.” 

Upon their return to Australia, the cities participating in the program will reflect on 
their learnings from the exchange and incorporate these into the strategic planning of 
their precincts. In November each city will formally report the outcomes of the Future 
Cities Program to the New South Wales Government, as well as industry and other 
government leaders.  

The Future Cities Collaborative would also like to thank the following partners for their 
generous support throughout the Future Cities Program and Study Tour: 

1. Village of Patchogue, NY 
2. City of Long Beach, NY 
3. City of Bridgeport, CT 
4. City of Long Branch, NJ 
5. City of Jersey City, NY 
6. New York City Department of Planning 
7. New York City Economic Development Corporation 
8. Brooklyn Greenway Initiative 
9. The JPB Foundation 
10. The Surdna Foundation 
11. Times Square Alliance 
12. Garment District Alliance 
13. Design Trust for Public Space 
14. The Alliance for Downtown New York 
15. Regional Plan Association 
16. ARUP, New York  
17. Thompson Design Group 


